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CING THE FIRST-EVER KIA KS 


OTHERS WALKED 
AWAY FROM SEDANS. 
WE TURBOCHARGED 
AHEAD, = 























Power and efficiency live under the hood of the first-ever Kia K5 GT thanks to its Multi-Port and Gasoline 
Direct Injection 2.5L Turbo engine, creating quick-off-the-line and high-speed passing power. With its 
8-speed Dual-Clutch Transmission, steering wheel-mounted paddle shifters, and sport-tuned suspension 
for precision handling, sedan may be too slow of a word. 
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YES, THE NSX GT3 EVO IS A DEFENDING IMSA CHAMPION. 
YES, AGAINST THE WORLD'S BEST SPORTS CARS. 
YES, WITH THE SAME 3.5-LITER TWIN-TURBO V-6 ENGINE AS OUR PRODUCTION NSX. 

YES, WE SPRAYED CHAMPAGNE. AND YES, VICTORY TASTED GOOD. 

BUT NO, WE HAVEN'T TAKEN A DAY OFF SINCE. 
BECAUSE LAST YEAR’S TROPHIES DON’T MAKE OUR CARS BETTER. 

RACING DOES. 
SEE YOU ON THE TRACK. 
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Whether a small hatchback or large luxury SUV, both form factors can deilver tons of fun. 
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ON THE COVER 
You ask for 
comparison 
tests; we deliver. 
This month: 

fast small cars 
and big SUVs. 
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Tests Drives 


28 The Great Escape 2020 BMW X3 M 
Competition vs. 2020 BMW X6 M Competition 
vs. 2020 Maserati Levante Trofeo 

vs. 2021 Mercedes-AMG GLE 63 S$ 

vs. 2020 Porsche Cayenne Turbo Coupe 

Five super SUVs look to punch a ticket to Best 
Driver's Car. Christian Seabaugh 


38 Three-Row Speed Demons 2020 Dodge 
Durango SRT vs. 2020 Ford Explorer ST A battle 
for America’s hottest family truckster. Frank Markus 


42 Holy Turbo Terrors! Honda Civic Type R vs. 
Hyundai Veloster N vs. Mercedes-AMG CLA 45 
vs. Mini Cooper JCW GP We torque-steer the 
heck out of these front-drive sport compacts. 
Christian Seabaugh 


58 Swan Song 2020 Lincoln Continental 
Coach Door Edition Lincoln exits the passenger 
car business the way it entered—with a custom 
coach-build. Frank Markus 


68 Keep Polishing 2021 Chevrolet Suburban 
Blessed with excellent powertrains, Chevy's 
new full-size SUV is let down by a disappointing 
interior and inscrutable technology. 

Jonny Lieberman 


72 My Funny Valentine 2021 Lexus LC 500 
Convertible The lidless Lexus imagined as a 
personal luxury conveyance. Kim Reynolds 
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Go wherever the road takes you. 


Whether you were born half-man, half-motorcycle 
or just born to ride, there’s America’s #1 motorcycle insurer. 


PROGRESSIVE 


1.800.PROGRESSIVE | PROGRESSIVE.COM 


MotorTrend Newsletter Sign up at MotorTrend.com /Newsletter 


Ram TRX: FCA brings a 
go-anywhere Raptor killer 
to the off-road party. 
This should be fun. 








Lucid Air: 490 miles on one charge. 
Should Elon Musk be worried? 
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10 Reference Mark 
Peter Rawlinson’'s lucid dream 

14 Intake This month's hot metal 

22 Technologue Satellite internet 
connectivity brings us closer to 
full autonomy 

24 Interview James Hetfield, 
frontman of Metallica 

62 Great Coach-Built Lincolns 
Coach Door caps a long line of 
hand-crafted Lincolns. Frank Markus 

82 The Big Picture To travel hopefully 
is a better thing than to arrive 
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Arrival Honda Civic Si Updates BMW 228i ° Genesis G70 
Jeep Wrangler ¢ Subaru Outback Verdict Hyundai Kona 











WATCH TOP GEAR AT MOTORTREND. COM/TOPGEAR! More than 200 hours of programming, 
including 170 episodes of the beloved Top Gear U.K. series, are at MotorTrend.com/topgear. 
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NEW FORMULA 


Vaivoline. 

y = ON 
FULLSYNTHETIC fp FULL SYNTHETIC 
HIGH MILEAGE © ADVANCE 


MOTOR OIL MOTOR OIL 





"AS TESTED IN THE INDUSTRY SEQUENCE X CHAIN WEAR TEST 





The original motor oil. Better than ever. 


Learn more at valvoline.com/original. VALVOLINE | 
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SPECIAL 30 DAY MONEY ROSE GOLD & VE A'R 
OFFER BACK GUARANTEE BLUE FINISH | ris abbagtpartda 





DANIEL STEIGER 


DRESSED TO KILL & FULLY LOADED! 








THE WATCH YOU’VE BEEN AFTER ALL ee 
THESE YEARS NOW ON sa 2 
SPECIAL OFFER! 


The quest to find the ultimate men’s watch has always been 
a difficult one in the world of fashion. A timepiece with the 

perfect look and functionality has long been the goal of | 
both watch designers and enthusiasts alike. = § o@eeeeeue, 





After many years, mastering and honing the construction, 
design, and look. We bring you a durable rubber strap that 
will withstand everything the elements throw at it. Three 
precision sub-dials featuring a split second, minute and 
second, as well as being water-resistant to 3ATM’s. This 
watch is the epitome of style and sporty design. 


Your journey is at an end you can rest in the knowl- 


edge that this superb looking timepiece will stand out 
on the wrist. High-quality materials and design will 
endure the ravages of time both in terms of remain- 
ing fashionable and stylish yet durable enough to be 
worn every day whether at work, rest, or play. 


When we first introduced this outstanding looking 

timepiece we sold out within days especially consid- 
ering the very special low-cost offer of only $99 plus 
S&H. To avoid disappointment hurry and order today. 


Using the toll-free number below and quoting the promo 
code or by visiting our online store and entering the code 
before checkout. 


The Daniel Steiger 


RENEGADE BLUE 
NON OFFER PRICE $599 


(WITHOUT PROMO CODE) 


83% OFF NOW ONLY $99 pu.us san. 
(WITH PROMO MT2CRN) 


3 Versions Now On Offer 
- Rose Gold & Blue Finish, Rose Gold & 
Black or Rose Gold & Desert Brown 
- Comfortable Silicone Band 
* High Precision Quartz Movement 


- Split-Second Chronograph 
- High Quality Plating 





ORDER NOW TOLL FREE 24/7 ON ORDER ONLINE AT 


timepiecesusa.com/mt2crn 
PROMO CODE: AND ENTER CODE: 


Timepieces Int Inc, 10701 NW 140th Street, Suite 1, Hialeah Gardens, Fl. 33018 





man envisions a future of electric cars, starting 
with a high-powered, six-figure, midsize super 
sedan, followed by a platform-sharing SUV, then 
migrating to smaller, more affordable vehicles in 
mass quantities. Sales will be mostly handled online 
(thanks to a virtual reality app), with a scattering of 
factory-run boutique stores in tony enclaves. Service 
will be via remote van. 

Ifit reads a little like Tesla’s playbook, it’s because Peter 
Rawlinson, the Lucid Motors CEO and CTO, was once 
Elon Musk’s engineering czar before venturing out on 
his own. He wants to build a better mousetrap. 

It’s also basic business strategy: You have to pay off your 
initial investors, and selling high-zoot luxury cars delivers 
larger margins than trying to pinch pennies to 
sell zillions of small, affordable EVs. 

Lucid, which was to roll out its Air sedan anda 
concept SUV on September 9, has modest aspira- 
tions for the first couple years of manufacturing 
that starts in spring 2021. Lucid forecasts about 
80,000 units in 2023 once a sub-$100K Air version and 
a production SUV hits the market. But Rawlinson wants 
to grow to 360,000 units a year in 2026, when a smaller, 
more affordable vehicle arrives. Other factories around 
the globe are slated to fire up in 2027, when Lucid would 
hit the million-units-per-year mark. 

It all sounds great on paper. And Rawlinson appears to 
have the product to back it up. A prototype Air got 490 
miles of range on a single charge (and has been projected 
to go as far as 517 miles) in real-world driving, with air 
conditioning blasting in a California heat wave. That 
blows the Tesla Model S out of the water. 

All Lucid’s key technology is developed in-house; by 
contrast, key elements of the Porsche Taycan come from 
integrating tech developed by Schaeffler, Hitachi, and 
Magneti Marelli. Sure, Lucid employs the traditional 
supplier chain where needed, such as procuring the 
physical battery cells from LG Chem, but the core EV 
technology is via the Lucid engineering team. 

And while a Tesla interior might be charitably described 
as spartan, the luxe Lucid has the feel of something crafted 
in Bavaria, with a California touch. There’s no giant Tesla- 
style screen. Instead, to reduce driver distraction, there 
are plenty of hard control redundancies to the narrow, 
curved touchscreen digital instrument panel. 

“We pay an insidious attention to detail, almost at 
an atomic level. I don’t do mediocrity,” Rawlinson says. 
Yes, that’s how an engineer-CEO talks. And also how an 
engineer-CEO thinks, such as having the keyfob merely 
require squeezes to activate features when approaching 
the car. Facial recognition starts the car. (There’s a manual 
login for valet mode.) 

One area Lucid won’t touch: fully autonomous 
driving. Sure, the Air will have the requisite smart cruise 
systems. But forget AutoPilot, Rawlinson says. “We’re 
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Peter Rawlinson’s lucid dream 


concentrating on the [electric vehicle] fundamentals 
while everyone 1s looking at the sexy thing. That tech- 
nology is going to cost $10 billion over 10 years.” 

Lucid is far from alone in having grand EV aspirations. 
China has more than a few EV startups, some of which 
we've mentioned in these pages: Byton, Nio, and even 
Polestar, the Sino-Swedish brand jointly owned by Volvo 
and Geely. Then there are the lesser-known entrants, 
like Xpeng—which was expected to get $1 billion in its 
IPO. Normally, a $1 billion offering brings headlines; in 
America it received cursory coverage. 

Michael Dunne, the acknowledged expert in the 
China market and publisher of the ZoZo Go newsletter, 
said numerous Chinese EV startups will be lining up at 
the New York Stock Exchange to get funding. 
However, it will be “three to five years before we 
see Chinese EV brands on U.S. roads” because 
of our countries’ trade spats and the Chinese 
desire to concentrate on their home market first. 

Still, there are no guarantees of Lucid’s success. 
We're already seeing the shakeout of those who run out 
of patience, cash, or both, as seen with vacuum-cleaner 
magnate James Dyson giving up after spending $650 
million to develop a sexy-looking SUV prototype and not 
much more. Anyone heard any good news from Faraday 
Future lately? And with COVID quashing retail sales, 
more startups likely will fail. But Lucid recently gave 
a majority holding in the company to Saudi Arabia’s 
sovereign wealth fund in exchange for more than $1 
billion in funding, so Rawlinson has some major backing. 

“Please don’t call us a “Tesla killer” I want to coexist and 
thrive with them,” Rawlinson says. “I want to compete 
with Mercedes, Audi, and BMW.” & 


a 


Peter Rawlinson 
with the Lucid Air, 
slated to begin 
production next 
spring, priced 
around $100,000. 





Families grow and so does the list of things you want to see together. That's 


why we've built our biggest SUV, with room for up to 8. Standard Symmetrical a. SUBARU 
All-Wheel Drive + up to 27 MPG: Plus, Subaru is Kelley Blue Book's Most = —_- 


KBE.COM | — ~ : 
wae | Trusted Brand 6 years running! Love is now bigger than ever. 





Ascent. Well-equipped at $ $32,295. 


Subaru is a registered trademark. *EPA-estimated highway fuel economy for 2021 Subaru Ascent and Ascent Premium models with standard equipment. 2021 Subaru Ascent Limited shown is rated 

at 26 MPG highway. Actual mileage may vary. '2015-2020 Kelley Blue Book Brand Image Awards are based on the Brand Watch™ study from Kelley Blue Book. Award calculated among non-luxury 
shoppers. For more information, visit www.kbb.com. Kelley Blue Book is a registered trademark of Kelley Blue Book Co., Inc. *“MSRP excludes destination and delivery charges, tax, title, and registra- 
tion fees. Retailer sets actual price. Certain equipment may be required in specific states, which can modify your MSRP. See your retailer for details. 2021 Subaru Ascent Limited shown has an MSRP of 
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2021 Lucid Air 


BYE BYE, TESLA... LUCID'S NEW ELECTRIC SEDAN _— YOUR NUMBER 


t’s 8:09 a.m., and we’re doing 66 mph 

on I-580 in ne Bay Area, heading east 

from Hayward, California, when the 

odometer of the Lucid Air we're riding 
in shows we’ve gone 100 miles since 
leaving the company’s headquarters at 
daybreak. The PR guy driving calls out, 
“We're at 83 percent of the battery now,” 
and I jot this all down while in the back 
seat of a beta prototype of the aero- 
wheeled Air. 

Tapping out numbers on my phone’s 
calculator app predicts a wild 588 miles of 
range, so I'd better calculate it again—but 
it really says 588 miles. 

It’s unwise to project an EV’s range 
using the imprecise numbers from early 





Independent testing has pegged the Lucid 
Air's range at 517 miles following the EPA's 
two-cycle method. Although unofficial, it's 
a breakthrough in erasing the perception 
of electric vehicle range anxiety. 


in a trip, something Tesla’s engineers 
have stressed to us. So the plan is to 

keep going all day, threading along with 
real-world traffic, usually at 65 mph and 
with the car ballasted to a normal load 

as the range prediction slowly comes 
into focus. Specifically, we want to know 
whether we'll see anything like the 517 
miles the Ann Arbor, Michigan, arm of 
German engineering services company 
FEV (Forschungsgesellschaft fur Ener- 
gietechnik und Verbrennungsmotoren— 
with a name like that, who’s going to 
argue with them?) recently measured for 
the Air during an unofficial but EPA-iden- 
tical two-cycle range test. 

If it holds up, the 517-mile figure from 
this big-battery version of the Air will 
catapult the model into the stratosphere 
of electric car ranges. And for the first 
time in Tesla’s 12 years of selling cars— 
kicked off by the original Roadster’s 
220-mile rating—Musk & Co. won’t be 
out in front on the central metric for elec- 
tric cars: how far they can travel. 

And it wouldn’t be by a little: The gap 
would be 115 miles, 29 percent higher 
than the 402 miles recently certified 
for the Model S Long Range Plus. The 





—clobbering comes at the 

| hands of a1,200-person 
team based 7 crow-flown 
miles from where the 
Model S is built, a group 
headed by ex-Jaguar and 

_ ex-Lotus engineering guru 
and original Model S chief 
engineer Peter Rawlinson. 
A pinch of extra salt in the wound? Lucid 
figures even its standard battery version of 
the Air (coming later) will cover 400 miles. 

My plan going into this was to write 
what youre reading now during my sever- 
al-hour back-seat ride (fully masked, of 
course). Lucid asked that I not plug in my 
computer and divert precious electrons, 
so I brought along three (!) charged 
laptops to move the unfolding story from 
one to the next as their own onboard 
batteries expired. 

8:49 a.m.: At 131 miles, we pause at a hot 
Central Valley rest stop with the battery 
showing 77 percent. Estimated range: 569 
miles. 

9:31 a.m.: At 160 miles, we are heading 
south on Interstate 5 traffic while showing 
70 percent. 533 miles. 

10:09 a.m.: We pass 200 miles at 62 


Yond latsrela 





IF IT HOLDS UP THE FLUGID AIR’S AI RANGE FIGURE WILL Gallas t INR 
THE SEDAN INTO THE 2) aS OF BEC Lille CAR RANGES 


se ON KO] an 14, [Peete] BNO ES Vision aes 


a 


iar hel 3 ; ; F 
“i = eet a ae nied T Ee ee ee 
re con ai ae r ol F a es Pinoy if bar -—— * | 
— Ts TP gp a ae tay 7 ‘ + ; , 


















Tid ame Med (ollany-vo im M0010 a) om dal- WAN i am l-me [Ul[od areola) 
idal=m a celed Mel alemelOl(ot <-lanxoMeialolge(-Molat-Tau (el ce tem 
MU Tod fe M-Xo VM i mere lame elo M1010 rnl| (=e) mcelale(-mia) 


cs ere US 
be 


VAM rrlfaleix-s-m ia al-1am ec) (ele le (-veMlaive mem s-10ba ali) 
iC=Youd du aVayAVinl-Talexe Metale] ce (-) om iam ol(e Mm elehac-lavs 
version's 113 kWh is greater than Tesla’s 
Kol cef-s-1am oleh manleroiam-Jaitoll(-ladalelam-» 4 el-teai-te 
vo [U(= Ma KoM dal-Mexe | ai-m-) Guc-Janl-M-vailed{-Jalen'A 


percent while descending the Highway 
152 grade toward the 101 freeway. New 
prediction: 526 miles. 

Back on the road after lunch and 
heading north, we pass a milestone: 402 
miles, or the highest rated range for 
which a Tesla model is certified. At this 
point, the Air’s battery reads 16 percent 
remaining, and the range prediction 
has now dipped to 478 miles. An hour 
and a half later, we roll into Lucid HQ 
for a coffee, a stretch, and a shake of our 


foggy heads, then crawl back in and head 


out again. The day is starting its reverse 
transition to twilight, and we’re expe- 
riencing range anxiety of the opposite 
type: Instead of worrying about running 
out of juice, we're getting anxious that 
we'll never stop driving. 

At 6:20 p.m., 450 miles and almost 12 
hours after we started, we pull back up 
to HQ. A stubborn 7 percent of energy 
is displayed on the screen, predicting a 
range of 484 miles—that’s now probably 
very close to reality for this trip—and 
we sit silently for several seconds before 
I concede the battery has beaten us. 
Later that evening, afresh Lucid driver 
took out the car again, finally ending the 
experiment at 490 miles. Not the FEV 
laboratory’s 517, but 95 percent of it, 
every mile demonstrated in the hills and 
heat of the real world. 

Since the electric car’s revival, low 
range has been rationalized by a series 
of excuses. Remember the Mitsubishi 
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i-MiEV (62 miles) and the original 
Nissan Leaf (73 miles)? Excuse: “The 
average driver only travels 30 miles per 
day.” If so, why aren’t gasoline cars fitted 
with 7-gallon tanks, just enough for a 
week’s worth of driving? 

As range increased, the original 
justification morphed to, “That’s as far as 
you'd want to go anyway before stopping 
for astretch, a bathroom break, ora 
snack.” Last year, when I drove a newer, 
much longer-range, and Raven-pow- 
ertrain-equipped Model S from the 
Fremont factory to the Tesla design 
studio next to SpaceX in Hawthorne, I 
didn’t stop and covered a huge 359 miles. 
But I personally had the energy to keep 
going much farther. 










* 


F eke 
oy Tm 


At the Lucid Air’s demonstrated 490 
miles of range, though, we have explored 
the limit of ahuman’s endurance for 
a day’s driving. I remember sitting in 
the audience in 1990 when former GM 
chairman Roger Smith announced the 
EV], and during the Q&A afterward, 
somebody asked, “Could it make it over 
the Grapevine?”—the imposing mountain 
pass just north of L.A. on the way to San 
Francisco. The engineers shuffled their 
feet and gave each other side glances. 
Thirty years later, we finally have the 
no-excuse electric car that likely can go 
farther than you can. We now need to 
turn our collective attention to charging 
speeds. The race for range is over. 

Kim Reynolds 
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2021 Ram1500 





TRX IS THE NEW APEX PREDATOR OF PICKUP TRUCKS 


lame social media for coming up 
BR: the nickname. Ram execs swear 

“TRX” is not pronounced “T. rex.” 
They say internet forums made it up. 
Not like Ram is going to stop the chatter, 
because the false name makes a certain 
sense. As Jurassic Park taught us Gincor- 
rectly), Tyrannosaurus rexes lunched on 
Velociraptors back in the day. Frankly, 
we fret that this new TRX, powered bya 
702-hp, 650-lb-ft supercharged V-8, might 
not feel sated upon devouring the current 
Ford Raptor, what with its comparatively 
puny 450-hp, 510-lb-ft twin-turbo V-6. 

It’s tempting to get greedy and wonder: 
Why doesn’t the TRX get the fully hellish 
707-plus horsepower? Because it needs 
a deep-sump truck oil pan capable of 
guaranteeing proper lubrication at 
wild off-roady angles and new exhaust 
manifolds. To cope with potential off-road 
dust and dirt, its intake features upper 
(hood scoop) and lower (grille) ram-air 
intake paths that make a U-turn to cause 
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dust and debris to fall out. The alternator 
mounts way up high to support the truck’s 
32-inch wading depth. 

Also, only Dodges get Hellcats. Jeep 
doesn’t call the engine in the Grand Cher- 
okee Trackhawk a Hellcat, either. 

Ram’s estimates are that it'll accelerate 
to 60 mph in 4.5 seconds, to 100 mph in 
10.5, and through the quarter mile in 12.9 
at 108 mph on its way to a top speed of 
118 mph. Just 118?! The 4x4 TRX needs 
off-road tires, and the best ones Ram 
could find—35 x 12.50-inch Goodyear 
Wrangler Territories—were only good for 
a “T” speed rating. That’s plenty fast; the 
Raptor’s S-rated tires are only good for 112 
mph, and it’s governed to 107. It will still 
likely be the quickest pickup we've tested. 

The standard, vertically oriented, 12.0- 
inch Uconnect 4C screen combines the 
Rebel’s off-road pages with SRT’s great 
performance-page screens. These can be 
summoned with a quick press of the TRX 
button, which lives on the dash where 
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the rotary shifter knob usually resides, 
along with drive mode switches (Sport, 
Tow, Snow, Auto, Custom, Mud/Sand, 
Rock, and Baja), a Launch Control button, 
and controls for hill descent and traction 
control, 4WD modes, and a manual locker 
for the Dana 60 rear axle. There’s no front 
locker, but the brakes intervene to limit 
front wheelspin. Jump detection tech- 
nology prevents the engine from over-rev- 
ving when all wheels leave the ground. 

To manually shift the hardened ZF 
SHP95 eight-speed automatic, either grab 
the new console-mounted shifter or the 
wonderful cast-aluminum steering wheel- 
mounted paddles. And to corral all that 
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PRICE $71,690 Layout Front-engine, 4WD, 5-pass, 4-door truck Engine 6.2L/702-hp/650-|b-ft s’'ch'd OHV 16-valve V-8 Transmission 8-speed automatic 


Curb Weight 6,350 Ib (mfr) Wheelbase 145.1 in Lx W x H 232.9 x 88.0 x 80.9 in 0-60 MPH 4.5 sec ( mfr est) EPA Fuel Econ Not yet Rated On Sale Late 2020 
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power and torque on-road or off-, Ram 
fits 15.0-inch front rotors chomped by 
two-piston monobloc calipers up front. 

The all-new coil suspension rides 
2.0 inches higher to provide 11.8 inches 
of ground clearance, with thoroughly 
revised control arms that boost track 
width by 6.0 inches and provide 13.0 
inches of total front wheel travel. New 
track arms and taller springs result in 
14 inches of rear wheel travel. Bilstein 
Blackhawk E2 active dampers with 
remote reservoirs are fitted, and there’s 
also aspecial damper to reduce rear 
axle hop. The relevant off-road geom- 
etry specs are as follows: 30.2-degree 
approach, 21.9-degree breakover, and 
23.5-degree departure angles. 

Those flared fenders—composite 
in front, steel in back—make the TRX 
wide enough to require clearance lights, 
just like the Raptor. Ram mounts them 
inside the functional hood scoop and on 
the edges of the bumper. Adaptive LED 
headlamps are standard, as are four over- 
sized tow hooks. The new high-flow grille 
features open RAM lettering, and the 
front bumper and skidplate are unique 
to TRX. So are the inch-wider 18-inch 
wheels that offer a bead-lock option. 

The cabin is based on the Rebel, but 
upgrades borrow from the Limited 


The revised suspension provides nearly 
a full foot of ground clearance. 
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series. In addition, all TRXs get a flat- 
bottom steering wheel with thumb rests, a 
red start/stop button, unique instrument 
graphics, a rubber “Easter egg” console 
liner Git shows a 1:60 scale image of a 
person, the truck, a Tyrannosaurus, and a 
real Velociraptor, not the oversized movie 
version), an aluminum plate engraved 
with the VIN, and high-bolster SRT-style 
seats boasting an extra inch of lateral 
support. In the base TRX, they’re uphol- 
stered in cloth and vinyl, but leather is 
available. Heated and cooled front seats, 
reclining rear seats, an upgraded stereo, 

a wireless phone charger, a video camera 
rearview mirror, and Ram’s first head-up 
display (10.1 inches) are optional. 

The 2021 TRX will also debut Ram’s 
Trailer Reverse Steering Control system. 
As with Ford’s similar option, turning a 
knob allows you to steer the entire truck 
and trailer rig while reversing, but unlike 
with Ford, Ram requires no manual setup 
or barcode stickers applied to the trail- 
er’s tongue. Also new: The 360-degree 
camera system can overlay dynamic tire 
lines indicating where the front wheels 
will pass when looking forward, a trick 
pioneered by Jeep. Frank Markus 
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2023 Cadillac Lyriq concept 


FIRST LOOK — 


~* 


Circe enjoyed two years of 
increasing sales pre-pandemic, but 
MotorTrend hasn’t exactly been 

singing the praises of its heart-of-market 

XT4, XT5, and XT6 crossover vehicles. 

The brand hopes to change our tune with 

the 2023 Cadillac Lyrig (like a song’s 

words), by giving it dramatic proportions 
and a new face, plus Tesla-esque electric 
performance, range, and technology. 
Technically, the “show car” you're 
seeing here is a concept, but Cadillac 


“THIS IS A CONCEPT, BUT CADILLAC ASSURES US™ ss VE 
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assures us it’s 80-85 percent produc- 
tion-ready. With the 2023 model year 
two years away, you can expect the final 
production Lyrig to look very similar. 

Its Ultium EV platform will feature 
rear-or performance all-wheel drive, 
powered by an underfloor structural 
battery featuring nickel-cobalt- 
manganese-aluminum chemistry that 
supports 150-kW public DC fast charging 
and 19-kW Level 2 home charging (double 
what current home chargers provide). 


So far, Cadillac is only claiming “more 
than 300 miles” of range. Officials add 
that whatever the number is for the rear- 
drive model, expect to subtract 20-30 
miles for the performance AWD version. 

Cadillac isn’t ready to share power 
and torque figures, weight estimates, or 
many other specific details. We do know 
that its center of gravity is expected to be 
100mm (3.9 inches) lower than the XT5’s 
and that its front/rear weight distribution 
will be very close to 50/50. The standard 
rear-drive and performance AWD models 
will both deliver rear-biased accelerative 
traction and driving dynamics, no doubt 
assisted by fast-acting magnetic ride 
control shocks. 

One-upping the Escalade is a single 
33-inch (diagonal) curved LED screen 
claiming (without statistics) “the highest 
pixel density available in the automotive 
industry today” and capable of displaying 
more than 1 billion colors—64 times 
more than any other automotive screen. 
The screen was designed to look like it’s 
floating on the dash and tailored to the 
Lyriq—not purchased off the shelf. Its 
position and curvature were determined 
by ergonomic reach curves, and the high, 
horizontal orientation prevents the 
driver from having to look as far down 
and away from the road as with some 
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SECRETS OF A BILLIONAIRE REVEALED 


“Price is what you pay; value is what you get. 
Whether we’re talking about socks or stocks, | like 
buying quality merchandise when it is marked down.” 
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— wisdom from the most successful investor of all time 










e're going to let you in on a secret. Billionaires have billions | Sa 

because they know value is not increased by an inflated price. They — a “ e. NID 
avoid big name markups, and aren’t swayed by flashy advertising. When J | = = VIN 
you look on their wrist you'll find a classic timepiece, not a cry for 1 Le >) 0 q 
attention— because they know true value comes from keeping —__ sees > me J 
more money in their pocket. / | | 





We agree with this thinking wholeheartedly. And, so do 
our two-and-a-half million clients. It's time you got in on 
the secret too. The Jet-Setter Chronograph can go up 
against the best chronographs in the market, deliver 
more accuracy and style than the “luxury” brands, 
and all for far, far less. $1,150 is what the Jet-Setter 
Chronograph would cost you with nothing more 
than a different name on the face. 

With over two million timepieces sold (and 
counting), we know a thing or two about creating 756 
watches people love. The Jet-Setter Chronograph 
gives you what you need to master time and keeps 
the superfluous stuff out of the equation. A classic 
in the looks department and a stainless steel 80e 
power tool of construction, this is all the watch 
you need. And, then some. 

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. 
Experience the Jet-Setter Chronograph for 30 
days. If you're not convinced you got excellence 
for less, send it back for a refund of the item price. 


Time is running out. Now CLIENTS LOVE 
that the secret’s out, We sTAYER WATCHES... 
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chronograph will stick around | ee FF aemaiine 
long. Don't overpay to be The quality of their , = Th 13¢ 
underwhelmed. Put a precision watches is equal to many . oi 20 
chronograph on your wrist for that can go for ten times 
just $39 and laugh all the way the price or more.” 

to the bank. Call today! — Jeff from McKinney, TX 


TAKE 87% OFF INSTANTLY! 
When you use your OFFER CODE 


Jet-Setter Chronograph $2991 
Offer Code Price $39 + S&P Save $260 


Limited to 
da-Waleciamelele 
responders to 


eee = a this ad only. 


You must use the offer code to get our special price. 


1-800-333-2045 ° = = 
Your Offer Code: JCW326-02 914+ Nay 

Please use this code when you order to receive your discount. 
_Afford the Extraordinary.” 


APSAIRS | 


“See aman with a functional chronograph 
watch on his wrist, and it communicates a 


spirit of precision.” — AskMen.com® 
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e Precision crystal movement « Stainless steel case back & bracelet with deployment buckle ¢ 24 hour military time 
e Chronograph minute & small second subdials; seconds hand « Water resistant to 3 ATM « Fits wrists 7" to 9" 


Stauer? 14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. JCW326-02, Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 Www.stauer.com 
| Special price only for customers using the offer code versus the price on Stauer.com without your offer code. 





vertical screens. And there’s more cool 
display tech: The windshield features 
two head-up technologies—one like we’re 
used to down low, plus an augmented 
reality display capable of making navi- 
gation direction arrows appear to be 
painted on the roadway or highlighting 
the location of a destination building in 
the driver’s field of view, for example. 
Lincoln has made headlines with its 
midcentury modern interior design 
aesthetic, and Cadillac is tapping into that 
ethos in its own way, with spare orna- 
mentation, lean horizontal graphics, and 
a cantilevered center console that doesn’t 
connect to the dash. The gap between 
the console and dash allows room fora 
drawer to slide open from beneath the 
climate control buttons. Its blue-flocked 
interior is inspired by jewelry boxes. 
Another design innovation 1s wood 
veneer with a laser-cut pattern laid over 
aluminum that shows through, and 
speaker grilles are backlit. Some interior 
components will likely be 3-D-printed. 
What better way to capitalize on the 
quiet cabin of an electric car than with 
a 19-speaker AKG Studio audio system 
rather like the standard system on the 
Escalade? The Lyriq’s system will feature 
anew, more comprehensive active noise 
canceling system with additional micro- 
phones and even some accelerometers 
mounted to surfaces that generate or 
transmit road and tire-cavity noise. 
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EVs don’t typically need quite as much 
grille as their combustion-powered 
counterparts do, but we humans expect 
to see a “face” on our cars, and the Lyriq 
is showing us the new face of Cadillac. 
When you approach the car, multiple 
lighting elements composing the Cadillac 
crest illuminate in an animated fashion, 
after which a sequence of 50 LED lighting 
elements around the bottom and sides 
of the grille light up, working from the 
bottom center outward and upward. That 
grille is flanked by trademark vertical 
signature lighting elements. 

In back, the traditional vertical lamps 
are augmented by a pair of wrap-around 
boomerang elements that start out just 
under the rear glass and wrap up the 
C-pillars. We’re told they get in on the 
approach lighting drama, as well. Above 
the coupelike rakish rear window is a 
flow-through spoiler that helps optimize 
aerodynamic efficiency on the highway. 

Like the forthcoming Escalade, the 
Lyrigq will get the latest iteration of 
Cadillac’s Super Cruise, which now helps 
support automated lane changes. It will 
function on more than 200,000 miles of 
compatible highways and will require 
an active Super Cruise subscription, cell 
reception, and GPS signal. Yes, Super 
Cruise is actually a subscription service 
and has been since it was introduced, a fact 
Cadillac has kept very quiet and hidden in 
the fine print. Frank Markus 





AD at-Wa-Yolmi(-\wa-m ice] elelcolelavemcolii (olan) os-melc-Mier1 me) al-M-1(-Janl-lal me) 
ry ac-ldtolamitelaidiatemelcelantomialoh mevolelii(oromi iii meolalate meomdat-m Male p 


Fa 
a 


YAO TONKe) and) |PRece) NOM i= 15] 1.074074) 





‘a by | = 


TREND | 11.20 


REAR VIEW 
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HOT PARTS FOR THE VEGA AND PINTO 


0-60 in 
2.8 secs. 
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When you get down to it, it’s not what the manufacturer says about his product that counts, but what the customer 
says. And folks who tried this wax had a lot to say. "Absolutely amazing", "effortless", "best wax ever" and yes, 
"heads turn" are some actual customer descriptions. So, to all of you who have fallen in love with this amazing wax, 
we thank you heartily. To those of you who have not tried it, we hope you'll join the party and see what all the fuss 
is about. Learn more at p21s.com. 


With money left 
to buy lunch! y 


Get this with your money Or ALL this at 
at a typical auto parts store. www.RockAuto.com! 
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Gogo In-Car? Satellite internet connectivity 
brings us closer to full autonomy 


sa Delta 2Million Miler, I’ve spent lots of flight time 

airborne dealing with dodgy Wi-Fi, watching prog- 

ress bars stall and web pages time out. So my ears 

perked up when I learned about a revolutionary 
new satellite antenna that promises to provide robust, 
ubiquitous data transmission to and from any moving 
object—planes, trains, and automobiles—anywhere on 
earth (except the poles). 

Netflix streaming in any mode of transportation will 
be fun, but reliable in-car satellite internet connectivity 
as a backstop for today’s cellular vehicle-to-everything 
communications brings full vehicle autonomy another 
step closer to reality. 

Satellite antennas for cars are not new. In February 2004 
we covered the KVH TracVision A5—a gigantic, expensive 
roof rack-mounted contraption that nonetheless lost the 
DirecTV picture under every bridge. That electromechani- 
cally steered system was too huge and heavy to practically 
integrate into normal cars. 

The solid-state, electronically steered “phased-array” 
systems providing internet connectivity on most planes 
are better, but their evenly spaced individual elements 
naturally cause destructive interference among one 
another. To compensate, more elements are added, driving 
up cost and power consumption, which in turn generates 
extra heat. The heat further compromises the antenna’s 
efficiency, effective transmission rates, and reliability. 

NXTCOMM is commercializing a “fragmented aperture 
technology” born of Department of Defense—funded 
research out of the Georgia Tech Research 
Institute. It leverages modern supercom- 
puting capability to strategically arrange 
individual antenna elements in ways that 
cause “destructive” interference to become 
“constructive” instead. These brainiac 
computers can also help make the antenna arrays conform 
to curved surfaces like an airplane fuselage or car roof. 

Furthermore, the NXTCOMM antenna is essentially 
a big printed circuit board measuring roughly a quarter 
inch thick, so the form factor is vastly more efficient than 
that of competing approaches, and the parts count should 
be reduced by 20 to 40 percent relative to competing 
phased-array units. Without having to work against that 
destructive interference issue, the power draw drops by 
more than half that of a conventional phased-array setup. 

A fragmented aperture antenna consists of a collection 
of different transmit and receive element “sub arrays” that 
can be directed to handle various bites of an incredibly 
wide frequency range, spanning from 300 MHz to 30 GHz. 
In the automotive realm, that means a single NXTCOMM 
antenna could be designed to handle GPS, satellite radio, 
and cellular, plus satellite internet/video. Because most 
of the above are receive-only, the antenna design can 


22 MOTORTREND.COM NOVEMBER 2020 


iva aperture 
technology leverages 
supercomputer 
capability. 


© NXT: 


be simplified somewhat (though there is evidence that 
some providers may soon engage two-way communica- 
tions—witness SiriusXM’s recent purchase of Pandora). 

This technology currently costs far more than the 
roughly $100 manufacturers spend on those shark-fin 
antennas, so production will begin with fleet and luxury 
customers who are willing to pay more for the rich, high- 
speed (50-100 megabits /second) uninterrupted data, after 
which economies of scale will make the antennas more 
affordable. During this time, some automakers may even 
choose to show off the tech’s copper- and gold-printed 
circuitry under low-dielectric-constant glass covers. 

A slow initial adoption rate is needed to 
match the ramp up in global satellite capacity. 
North America’s current constellation of 
mostly geosynchronous communications 
satellites (stationed about 22,300 miles 
high at the equator) run by Intelsat, SES, 
Hughes, and Viasat is capacity constrained, so providers 
will initially have to charge higher connectivity prices— 
perhaps 10 times that of current cellular data plans. But 
SpaceX has won approval to send up 12,000 low Earth 
orbit (250-550 miles) satellites for internet connectivity, 
of which 422 are already up. Amazon and Telesat are plan- 
ning similar LEO constellations. That added capacity can 
only democratize the service plan charges. 

Those promising steps aside, fully autonomous driving 
will have to rely to some extent on vehicle-to-vehicle and 
vehicle-to-infrastructure communications (V2V and 
V2X). Inabig, wide-open country like the U.S., there’s no 
foreseeable way of guaranteeing universal connectivity 
with terrestrial cellular towers. If I’m going to trust satel- 
lites to keep my autonomous vehicle connected, then 
they’d better work a heckuva lot better than the Gogo 
Wi-Fi I’ve grown used to. NXTCOMM’s new antenna 
promises to do just that. Hf 
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| uitar-shredding James Hetfield, 
‘e- the lead singer of Metallica, is 
| known around the world for 


his music, but he’s also a passionate car 
customizer who recently donated most of 
his collection to the Petersen Automotive 
Museum. You can also see them in his 
new book, Reclaimed Rust: The Four- 
Wheeled Creations of James Hetfield. 


You have an enormously popular band. 
You have a fleet of custom cars. You have 
a family. You have a ranch. What made 
you think, “I should write a book, too"? 
I knew these cars needed to be seen by 
other people. I just wanted to have a 
book, basically kind of a yearbook, of all 
the cars that Rick Dore and I have put 
together. Having a book is a lot easier 
than having all these cars in a garage 
somewhere. 


How hands-on are you with these 
projects? Well, a lot of it is in my head 
and in Photoshop. I love art. I love logos. 
I’ve gotten pretty good at Photoshop and 
being able to cut and paste and do things 
on the computer to see: How would that 
look? What if you took this and did that? 
It’s way easier and way quicker, similar 
to writing a song. You put a song into Pro 
Tools or Logic or something, and youre 
able to arrange it quickly without having 
to completely redo it and see what it looks 
like before you attempt it. 

I do like getting in the garage. I love it. 
The garage is a sanctuary for me to get 
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i THE TITLE OF THE 
BOOK, RECLAIMED 

RUST, /S BRINGING 

THINGS BACK TO LIFE." 





in there, just disappear into detail. I love 
welding. I like woodworking. I like doing 
stuff with my hands, gardening, obviously 
playing guitar, stuff like that. I like 
manual labor. I like getting dirty. 


Do you use the same creative process 
designing a car as you do writing a song 
and writing a book, or is each different? 
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e Frontman, 
Metallica 

No, they’re not different. Even if I 
thought they were different, they 
wouldn’t be because it’s just how things 
get digested creatively. Finding some of 
the earlier cars ... just sitting in a field 
somewhere, that reminds me of, I hear an 
old song and it’s got a great melody, or it’s 
got some lyric or something that inspires 
me. Then you digest it. Then you rebuild 
it. You rebuild it in your own way. 

The title of the book, Reclaimed Rust, 
is bringing things that still have life back 
to life, or even like old guitars. There are 
songs just sitting in guitars waiting to 
have some vessel to get them out. 

I think the same with these vehicles. 
They’ve maybe served their purpose 
as a proper assembly line car, and then 
they’ve turned into some custom piece 
of work down the line and become 
something unique and shined ina 
different way. 


You've named all your cars, but do you 
believe all cars need names, or only 
certain cars deserve names? I guess it 
comes from, I don’t know, like when ’'m 
writing a riff, I have to name it. I have 

to name it to give it a little character or 
something. It’s like a pet. You name it. 
After a little while, it’s got a character to 
it, and that’s what it Is. 


In the book, you tackle the debate 
between preserving or modifying rare 
cars. Where do you draw the line? 

I don’t know. That line probably—if I had 
a Tucker, I probably, certainly, wouldn’t 
do that. There’s a uniqueness to it. I think 
I don’t know what that line is. I really 
don’t. Everyone has their own line. 


| noticed, too, you don't seem 
particularly loyal to any one brand. 

Why discriminate? If it’s beautiful, it’s 
beautiful. Collecting a certain brand 
makes sense for some people, but for me, 
I don’t like to feel limited with it. 

No, I’m pretty loyal in most other 
places. Loyalty has a positive. I think 
loyalty in seeing beauty and stuff like 
that is more of a negative if youre a little 
closed-minded around it. 
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Readers Respond to September's 
“Driving While Black” 
I must commend you for including Dr. 
Sorin’s article on driving while Black in 
your September issue, and I would like to 
emphasize a few key points in response. 

As a Black motorist who has driven 
a car in each one of our 50 states over 
30-plus years, so far I have survived 
numerous unwarranted traffic stops, and 
a white motorist once helped me avoid 
being lynched by a local mob when my 
water-cooled Volkswagen overheated late 
one evening while driving through rural 
South Carolina. 

Even so, I cannot afford to forget for 
a moment that many white people still 
feel entitled, in their hearts and minds, to 
serve as the judge, jury, and executioner 
of my body and existence at any moment. 
With Confederate flags still being flown 
proudly outside of homes and businesses 
in all 50 states, the widespread and 
enduring attachment to a presumed 
white supremacy dictates that I can be 
innocently gunned down, as Mr. Castile 
or Mr. Arbery were, either today or 
tomorrow. On that note, I would have 
to respectfully disagree that Mr. 
Arbery lost his life because some white 
homeowners resented his mobility as 
a pedestrian coming through “their” 
neighborhood—they clearly objected to 
his qualifications for human existence in 
the first place. 

Ever since that first, fateful landing 
at Jamestown, many white people have 
trained themselves and their children 
to view Black people as being roughly 
three-fifths human—and thus unqualified 
to receive even the most basic measures 
of human dignity and rights. That same 
training continues today in white homes 
across this great country—it took place 
this morning at many breakfast tables, 
and it will continue tonight after dinner, 
as well. Some of those people being so 
trained simply cannot wait until they 
can apply to the police academy, while 
others will undoubtedly be graduating 
and swearing “to protect and serve” Black 
motorists and citizens later this month. 
Our national survival and progress likely 
depend upon the primacy of candor at 
this late hour, so let’s debunk the “few bad 
apples” myth, once and for all. 

As long as any white parent continues 
to train (even through silence) their child 
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to hate, demean, and subjugate people of 
color, and that the presumed authority 
over Black people and their bodies, in all 
situations, is a part of their birthright, 
Black lives will continue to matter much 
less and our murders will continue. In lieu 
of expecting that white hatred, subjuga- 
tion, and fear of their fellow Black citizens 
could miraculously be rooted out of police 
departments via additional or “better” 
training, we must instead consider the 
enduring legacy of those slave patrols that 
were mentioned in the article. Well before 
we ever heard of Bull Connor, Greg McMi- 
chael, or Derek Chauvin, each of whom 
also had parents, police departments 
were arranged to assert power over Black 
people’s lives and mobility, and they were 
mandated to protect and maintain the 
white power structure—not necessarily to 
uphold the Constitution or Bill of Rights. 
It would seem that our national commit- 
ment to the First Amendment has always 
been trumped by a preoccupation with 
the Second Amendment, and we probably 
need to understand why this is the case, 
lest the whole experiment finally come to 
its bloody and decisive end. 

After many years of loyal patronage, I 
previously decided to cancel my annual 
subscriptions to your main competitors, 
for many reasons that would only make 
this letter even longer. Suffice it to say that 
I was incredibly and pleasantly surprised 
to come across this article in your 
September issue. In any case, I do plan to 
renew again next year. 

Thank you for summoning the courage 
to publish Dr. Sorin’s article. Bravo! 

Gratefully, 

Robert W. 

Washington, D.C. 


I was so pleased to read Mark Rechtin’s 
column in the September issue and the 
incisive article “Driving While Black” (as 
well as the excerpts from the interview 
with Willy T. Ribbs). These showed a real 
commitment to car culture in our country, 
beyond the Ferraris and McLarens, which 
most of your readers will never drive, and 
perhaps never even see on the road. 
Exploring all aspects of car culture 
elevates the quality of MotorTrend. While 
we love our cars, we should not forget how 
intertwined they are with the ongoing 
social history of our country, for better or 
worse. The anti-union battles of the 1930s 


when GM and Ford sent armed thugs to 
attack workers, and now the anti-union 
movement at the VW factory in Tennessee 
show that—just as the acts of terror against 
Black drivers take different form now— 
they are still a real problem that must be 
acknowledged . 

And let us not ever forget how Henry 
Ford’s anti-Semitic writings and publica- 
tions led him to receive the Grand Cross 
of the German Eagle from Adolf Hitler. 
History may not be pleasant, but denying 
it, or sweeping it under the rug, only allows 
those forces of evil to arise again. 

David Bragin 

Brooklyn, New York 


Congratulations for having the courage 

to print the article “Driving While Black.” 
While I expect some of your readers to 

be upset, doing the right thing always has 
consequences, sometimes difficult. The 
reality is that racism in this country affects 
every facet of our lives. The manner in 
which anyone who is “different” is treated 
by the police, by both public and private 
institutions, or by persons in power Is 
evidence of how far we still need to go to 
fulfill the promise of one nation for all. 

The indignities suffered by Black 
drivers in the article were also suffered by 
Hispanics, especially in Texas. In the 60s 
and ’70Os and even into the ’80s it was not 
uncommon to see signs posted on diners: 
“We Do Not Serve Mexicans or Dogs.” I 
remember my first trip on the high school 
tennis team to Odessa, Texas, and the hotel 
we were supposed to stay in would not 
allow the Mexicans on the team to stay 
there. Coach stood up for us, and the team 
wound up staying at a church. 

White Americans will never understand 
what it means to be treated as less of a 
person because of the color of your skin. 
And when it comes to driving and the cars 
we love, color plays a major role. Until the 
vast majority of Americans come to grips 
with the issue, it will persist. Thank you 
for having the courage to do the right thing 
with the publication of an article that all 
people who love cars should read. 

A loyal reader and car enthusiast, 

Richard Gutierrez 

El Paso, Texas 


Thank you so much for using your editorial 
voice to help shed light on the plight of 
African Americans at this critical juncture 
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in our history. Most white Americans have 
no idea of the anxiety that clouds what 
should be a joyous, carefree experience. To 
be honest, some just don’t care. I’m sure 
you'll get hate mail from some of them. 

I live in a quiet suburban neighbor- 
hood, work as a director-level manager at 
a multimillion-dollar business, and have 
a four-year degree. But I know that if I get 
pulled over by aracist police officer, none 
of that matters. I hardly ever pass a patrol 
car without having to suppress intense 
anxiety about what might happen. It’s 
a fear we live with daily and something 
more people should understand. 

It is my hope that, in the resurgence of 
the Black Lives Matter movement sparked 
by the brutal murders witnessed this year, 
things will finally begin to change for the 
better. Thanks for doing your part to help 
move the nation in the right direction. 

Jerry Barrax 

Sherman, Texas 


I have been subscribing to MotorTrend for 
years, and I cannot recall ever reading on 
your pages an article of such social impor- 
tance as Dr. Gretchen Sorin’s “Driving 
While Black.” Thank you for devoting 
eight full pages of text (with tremendous 
archival photos) to this excerpt from her 
book, which informs and reminds readers 
of a dark side of America’s recent history. 
You may get some flak for “stepping out 
of your lane” as a car magazine, but as 
Mark Rechtin makes clear in his powerful 
opening column, sadly, “Driving While 
Black” has long been a part of American 
car culture. The murder of George Floyd 
and the national turmoil and soul- 
searching it sparked is rightly impacting 
on many facets of American life. I am 
heartened to see MotorTrend contributing 
to the national discourse. 

I am a political science professor, and 
I will use the online version of Dr. Sorin’s 
article in my classroom; I believe it will be 
avery effective way to engage students in 
a conversation about systemic racism and 
its social and political impact. 

Pierre M. Atlas 

Carmel, Indiana 


I am a lifetime car guy and 24-year law 
enforcement veteran officer. Having just 
received my September 2020 issue, I can 
tell you that I will no longer be subscribing 
to your magazine. 





I had noticed more and more over 
the past few years how politics has been 
creeping into MotorTrend. The September 
issue is that proverbial final straw. Just 
because one of the authors opens the 
dialogue by stating you all have a right, 
some “obligation,” to discuss political 
and societal matters in an automotive 
publication doesn’t make it so or grant 
you afree pass. I’m not saying that racism 
doesn’t exist or that wrongs haven’t been 
done. I won’t even deny that there are 
racist police officers out there; however, 
I will argue to the death that those are 
the minority in numbers. You can’t claim 
there also aren’t any racist doctors, chefs, 
delivery drivers, authors, etc. For Motor- 
Trend to drop the latest catchphrase, 
“systemic racism,” into a magazine that is 
supposed to be about automobiles is oh so 
misguided and wrong. 

I could go on, but I know you will be 
receiving many more emails just like 
this one. You don’t know me, so you have 
zero authority to use words like “Driving 
While Black” for articles to try and make 
law enforcement look like the bad guys. 
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There are so many issues at play with all 
of this, and for MotorTrend to jump on 
the cop-bashing bandwagon is something 
I find utterly repulsive. Your little world 
isn’t quite as big as you think, so you are 
not qualified to go anywhere you feel, no 
matter what platform you choose to use. 

Scott Spangler 

via email 


Letter from the editor-in-chief: 
Several readers questioned why “Black” is 
capitalized and “white” is not when referring 
to race. According to the Associated 
Press, an arbiter of journalistic rules 
regarding style, the decision aligns “with 
long-standing capitalization of distinct 
racial and ethnic identifiers such as Latino, 
Asian American, and Native American. ... 
[W]e found, at this time, less support for 
capitalizing white. White people generally 
do not share the same history and culture, 
or the experience of being discriminated 
against because of skin color. ... [Also], 


capitalizing the term white, as is done by 
white supremacists, risks subtly conveying 
legitimacy to such beliefs.” 


V1 for 2025 ts here! 





"It's about range superiority. 
| told my engineers, We want 
the best radar-finding engine 
this side of the military. 


For civilian users, V1 Genz2 Is 
a break-through on range.” 
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2020 BMW X3 M Competition vs. 2020 BMW X6 M Competition vs. 2020 Maserati Levante Trofeo 


WORDS CHRISTIAN SEABAUGH 
PHOTOGRAPHS WILLIAM WALKER 


earned my driver’s license among 

the pothole-pocked streets of Lower 

Manhattan, where “good” places to drive 

are few and far between. My suburban 

friends had twisty back roads and empty 
fields. At best, I had Brooklyn’s Second 
Avenue waterfront. The few times I could 
steal the keys to Dad’s Range Rover Sport, 
I would find myself bombing down Second 
Avenue’s cobbled road late at night. 

It wasn’t much of a driver’s road, but it 
was one of the few places in the city I could 
go without pedestrians or other motor- 
ists. It was my escape, the supercharged 
V-8 echoing off the barren brick-front 
warehouses, the click-clunking of the air 
suspension over disused railroad tracks, 
and the massive Brooklyn Army Terminal 
building filling my windshield. That drive 
still holds a special place in my heart. 





SUPER SUVS FROM BMW, MASERATI, MERCEDES-AMG, AND 
‘PORSCHE LOOK TO PUNCH A TICKET * TO BEST DRIVER SCAR 
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These memories are probably why I 
always jump at the opportunity to write 
our Super SUV comparisons. Blasting 
through Los Angeles’ famous canyon 
roads in a nearly three-ton, 600-horse- 
power atomic eggplant never gets old, 
like watching an Airbus A380 claw its 
way into the sky. What’s even better: 
seeing the eventual winner towering over 
the low-slung supercars at Best Driver’s 
Car acouple months later. 

High-performance, city-savvy SUVs 
have come a long way since my dad’s 
Range Rover Sport, arguably among 
the first of the breed. The 385 horses 
his Rangey churned out raise no 
eyebrows these days—Ford offers a 
400-hp Explorer and Dodge a 710-hp 
Durango. This year’s field will give 
our Best Driver’s Car entrants their 


vs. 2021 Mercedes-AMG GLE 63 S vs. 2020 Porsche Cayenne Turbo Coupe 


toughest challenge yet, which says a 
lot considering the caliber of last year’s 
Super SUV winner, the Lamborghini 
Urus, and the prior year’s, the Alfa 
Romeo Stelvio Quadrifoglio. 

In this year’s field, the least powerful 
vehicle we have, the 2020 BMW X3 M 
Competition, makes a mere 503 hp from 
its 3.0-liter twin-turbo I-6. The most 
output comes from the Bimmer’s big 
brother, the X6 M Compe-tition, which 
holds a 617-hp 4.4-liter twin-turbo V-8. 
Splitting the difference between the two 
roundel-spangled siblings are the 541-hp 
2020 Porsche Cayenne Turbo Coupe, the 
590-hp 2020 Maserati Levante Trofeo, 
and the 603-hp 2021 Mercedes-AMG 
GLE 63 S 4Matic+. Any of these beasts 
will pin back the ears of Jack, Steve, and 
Jeff on their way to hockey practice while 


COVER STORY 


leaving plenty of room for all the sticks 
and pads in back. 

As in years past, Best Driver’s Car 
rules are in play: Concerns about cost 
and practicality take a back seat, and we 
dispense with test numbers. They’re all 
crazy-fast, so what’s a tenth of a second? 

What we do care about is how these 
vehicles drive and make us feel. Like you, 
we drive (at least some of the time) for 
pure enjoyment and to forget our collec- 
tive reality. We’re looking for the most 
fun to drive, most engaging, and most 
exciting performance SUV—the one, like 
the Urus and Stelvio, that is most capable 
of putting a smile on your face. 

After a fast-paced week on Angeles 
Crest Highway and deep in the San 
Bernardino Mountains, here’s how our 
five SUVs shook out. 
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Maserati Levante Trofeo 


Prior to the 2020 model year, the Maserati Levante Trofeo started at nearly $170,000. 
Although we appreciate 2020's $30,000 price drop, it's still far too easy to play “spot 


the Chrysler parts” in the Levante’s cabin—not at all what you expect at this price point. 


The BMW X3 M Competition's cabin is raced 
up with red M buttons on the steering 
wheel, a red launchlike start button, 

and supportive red seats. Unfortunately, 
although they look the part, the seats are 
about as comfortable as the X3 M's ride. 


In contrast to its wild purple exterior, 
the BMW X6 M Competition's cabin is 
pretty sober. It has some of the same 
racy touches as the X3 M (red paddles 
and red start button), but it’s certainly 
the more sober of the two. 


5th Place: 
2020 Maserati Levante Trofeo 


Forgotten Ferrari 

Back in 2017, when the Levante first hit 
the streets, we invited it to come play in 
the snow with a Jaguar F-Pace, Mercedes 
GLC 43, and Porsche Macan GTS, but 
Maserati declined our invitation. I’m 
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You would be hard-pressed to tell the GLE 
63 cockpit from a standard Mercedes. The 
Porsche copycat buttons and switches at 

4 o'clock and 7 o'clock on the sterering wheel 
are the only obvious differences between the 
AMG model and lesser GLEs. 


Porsche really does just one interior design; 
if you're familiar with a 911, you'll feel at 
home in the Cayenne. Drive modes are 
available via a dial on the wheel, and 
further customization is possible on the 
center console. Also, houndstooth! 
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embarrassed to admit it, but we kind 
of forgot it existed for a few years—that 
is, until features editor Scott Evans, a 
Maserati apologist, reminded us the Alfa 
Romeo Stelvio Quadrifoglio isn’t the only 
Italian-built and Ferrari-hearted SUV. 

By all accounts, the Maserati Levante 
Trofeo, which made its debut in late 





2018, should be a strong contender. For 
starters, there’s its powertrain. Whereas 
the Stelvio Quadrifoglio—a fellow FCA 
product—has a “Ferrari-derived” 505-hp 
twin-turbo V-6, the Levante Trofeo has a 
bona fide Ferrari V-8 under its snout. 
Commonly found in Ferrari products 
ranging from the Portofino to the F8 


Tributo, the 3.8-liter twin-turbo mill 
makes 590 hp and 538 lb-ft of torque 
when fitted with a cross-plane crank and 
shoehorned into the Levante Trofeo. It’s 
paired with an eight-speed automatic and 
torque-vectoring all-wheel drive. The 
Trofeo also gets a new Corsa (race) drive 
mode, which lowers the air suspension 
bags, stiffens the suspension, changes the 
transmission’s shift points, and makes 
that Ferrari mill snarl even louder. 

Good thing, because that V-8 is the best 
part of the Levante experience. Unlike 
some twin-turbo setups, which tend to 
sacrifice a bit at low rpm, this little V-8 
pulls hard right off the line all the way to 
its 7,200-rpm fuel cutoff. 

“The boost is programmed beautifully 
to create wonderfully linear power 
delivery all the way to redline,” Evans 
said. “It almost feels naturally aspirated, 
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and it has the same kind of catapult thrust 
pushing you down the road as the best 
turbocharged sports cars.” The biggest 
flaw with the Maserati’s engine is that you 
can’t hear enough of it in the cabin. 

Like its engine, the Levante Trofeo’s 
steering is delightfully linear. It’s well 
weighted and responsive—right up to the 
point the suspension can no longer keep 
up. There’s a constant delay-gain between 
steering turn-in and the suspension, 
which, even in its sportiest setting, is 
too softly sprung. In anything but a wide 
sweeper, the Levante turns in quickly, 
and there’s a solid beat before the Trofeo 
leans heavily on its outside tires, forcing 
the driver to make a quick steering 
correction so as not to be thrown wide. 





4th Place: 2021 Mercedes-AMG 
GLE 63 S 4Matic+ 

Run What Ya Brung 

There was a time when you could expect 
anything with an AMG badge to be pure, 
immature fun. Now, as Mercedes-AMG, 
the lineup has grown up, multiplied, and 
become more advanced. The new 2021 
Mercedes-AMG GLE 68 Sis the latest 
addition to an AMG line. 

Sitting square in the middle of AMG’s 
SUV range, the GLE 63 blends the big V-8 
power we've come to expect from AMG 
products with hybrid technology and 





Making matters worse, the lack of seat 
bolstering leaves the Levante’s driver 
bracing against the wheel and dead pedal 
to stay upright. “The lack of body control, 
even in Corsa mode, makes it much less 
confident than the others that I could 
push much harder,” road test editor Chris 
Walton said. “I felt like I was driving 
ninetenths the entire time, yet at a slower 
pace. It’s exhausting to drive quickly.” 

The Levante’s brakes are worse still. 
Pedal travel is equivalent to an over- 
loaded dually going downhill, with lots 
of squish before any bite from the pizza 
cutters at each corner. But Evans, ever 
the Maseroptimist, sees things differ- 
ently: “The pedal got longer the hotter 
the brakes got, but then it stopped getting 


advanced chassis control systems. Sitting 
under its hood is a hand-built 4.0-liter 
twin-turbo V-8 with a motor sandwiched 
between it and a nine-speed automatic, 
which sends power to all four wheels. 
The motor—good for 21 hp and 184 
lb-ft of torque on its own—doesn’t add 
anything to the GLE 63’s 603 hp and 627 
lb-ft, but it does provide a low-end boost 
as the turbos spool up. The electrified 
powertrain is backed by AMG’s Active 
Ride Control system, which uses active 
anti-roll bars, air springs, and active, 
magnetic-fluid engine mounts to help 
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longer and the brakes kept working. I 
pulled into the finish with them smoking, 
but I think it’s because I rode them too 
long pulling in.” To be fair to the Levante, 
I’m more impressed when Evans doesn’t 
flambe the brakes than when he does. 

On a wide-open autostrada, the Levante 
Trofeo works. It feels powerful, fast, and 
even fun in a straight line. Except these 
days, we expect our Super SUVs to brake 
and turn as well as they accelerate. 

“There’s a point where the Levante 
Trofeo feels excellent, when youre just 
past the apex and rolling on the power,” 
senior features editor Jonny Lieberman 
said. “Suddenly, everything makes sense, 
and youre in a Super SUV. But the rest of 
the time it just doesn’t feel as good.” 











control body roll and improve handling. 
Sticky tires and massive Brembo brakes 
round out the package. 

If youre thinking, “My, that Mercedes 


1°? 


sounds complicated!” youre not wrong. 
Our tester was an early build and had 
some software issues that caused its 
fancy computerized drive systems to pull 
power in the bends. Although the GLE 
behaved for most of us, its glitches reared 
their heads for Evans and Lieberman. 
“The nannies are kicking on when they 
don’t need to—even when everything is 
switched all the way off,” Lieberman said. 
We can only judge the vehicle we drive. 

When it was working, it drove like a 
heavy AMG GT 4-Door, which, as Evans 
pointed out, “is both acompliment anda 
curse.” Like the AMG fastback, the GLE is 
fast. The hybridized powertrain produces 
wave after wave of torque, pinning you 
back in your seat—hard—as the gray rock 
and green pines of Angeles Crest blur past 
your window. The Benz’s body control, 
when it functions properly, is a revelation, 
completely eliminating body roll and 
helping the GLE shrink around you. 

Although the GLE 63 is exceedingly 
competent and an altogether convincing 
AMG product, it’s not as engaging as our 
top three contenders. Its steering feel 
seems to be the biggest issue. There’s an 
unmistakable digitalness to the GLE’s 
helm—like you're controlling a binary flow 
of 1s and Os in iRacing instead of turning 
rubber against asphalt. 

The transmission also left us wanting. 
The sole homegrown transmission in this 


group (the rest use ZF eight-speeds), the 
Mercedes’ nine-speed could at times be 
frustratingly slow to downshift and disap- 
pointingly eager to upshift, even in Race 
mode. Use of the steering wheelmounted 
paddle shifters is a must. 

The GLE 638’s biggest sin: It isn’t as 
exhilarating as it should be. “A couple of 
weeks before driving the GLE, I drove 
the AMG GT Ron the same stretch of 
road,” MotorTrend en Espanol managing 
editor Miguel Cortina said. “The GLE 
needs to deliver more of that in terms of 
sportiness.” 

It all goes back to the AMG GT 4-Door; 
the GLE, just like that big fastback sedan, 
is competent but not engaging. If youre 
going to flog 600 hp in an SUV, shouldn’t 
it put asmile on your face, too? 


IW X3 M Competition 
America's M3 Wagon 
If there were an oddball in this compar- 
ison, it'd be the X3 M Competition. A half 
ton lighter and two-thirds the price of 
the rest of the field, you'd think the X¥3 M 
would be outgunned. But this little guy is 
packing heat. 

The X3 M’s new 3.0-liter twin-turbo I-6 
is a firecracker. With 473 hp and 442 lb-ft 
of twist accompanied by an eight-speed 
auto and torque-vectoring all-wheel 
drive, the X3 M feels like a flyweight 
among sumo wrestlers. But this X3 M 
is more than just a hot-rodded engine 
in acompact SUV—ours included the M 
Competition package, which boosts power 
by 30 hp, to 508 hp, and fits the X3 witha 
sport exhaust system, among other treats. 

Unleashed on Angeles Crest Highway, 
the X3 M feels like the jacked-up M3 
wagon that until ete BMW refused to 


build. Capturing the stupid-fun essence 
that this segment is truly about, the BMW 
shows the good that can happen when 
you squeeze an underrated engine into a 
small(sh) package. “It drives much faster 
than only 503 hp would have you believe,” 
Lieberman said. “It pulls hard, and then 
over 6,000 rpm it really starts pulling. 
Beast of a motor.” M3 and M4 shoppers 
will be happy when this engine makes its 
way into the upcoming G20-edition M3. 

BMW got the X3 M Comp’s steering 
mostly right, too. Although it perhaps 
lacks a bit of feedback compared with 
our top two finishers (its “bloated, 
ring-bologna steering wheel,” as Walton 
put it, doesn’t help), it’s nevertheless both 
sharp and precise. Couple that with the 
all-wheel-drive system’s most aggressive 
MDM 4WD Sport torque-vectoring setup, 
and you have a pocket rocket of an SUV 
that’s fairly easy to drive fast. 

Where the X3 M puts its foot wrong 
is in its ride quality. “There’s one big f 
law here, and it’s the damping,” Evans 
said. “It. Is. So. Stiff. Even in Comfort 
mode I’m getting gut-punched on every 
bump,” a sentiment all five judges echoed. 
Walton added: “Boing, boing, boing! The 
vertical motions never stop. It was like a 
completely different road; the X3 found 








every single road imperfection and magnif 
ied it. It got old very quickly. I could not 
live with this daily.” 

The X3 M’s poorly calibrated ride 
has amplifying effects on the Bimmer’s 
steering, too, forcing the driver to 
constantly make small corrections. And if 
youre not in the right drive setting, that 
can cause the Bimmer’s nose to wash out, 
drastically increasing the pucker factor. 
There are three individually configurable 
settings for the X3’s (and X6’s) powertrain, 
steering, suspension, and transmission, 
plus two for the all-wheel-drive system, 
so carefully choose your setting to match 
your road and driving intentions. 

With competition this fierce, one f 
law—a fairly major one—held this Bimmer 
back. We adore the X3 M Comp’s power- 
train and really enjoy its steering, but if 
the ride is so stiff that it punishes you for 
driving it, what’s the point? 
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URES THE STUPID-FUN ESSENCE THIS SEGMENT IS TRULY ABOUT. 








2nd Place: 2020 BMW X6M 
Competition 

Purple Porsche Eater? 

Love them or hate them, you have the 
BMW X6 to thank for the mass prolif- 
era-tion of fastback “SUV coupes.” Now 


in its third generation, the X6 M Compe- 
tition represents BMW’s strongest effort 
yet at blending sports car performance 
with SUV practicality. 

Just as the X3 M shares much with 
the 3 and 4 Series, the X6 M takes its 
cues from the 5 and 8 Series. The X6 M 





sports the M5 and M8’s potent 4.4-liter 
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twin-turbo V-8, which makes 600 hp what gear youre in, the X6 M just pulls 
in its standard form or 617 hp as found and pulls,” Lieberman said. “You find 
in our Ametrin Metallic Competition yourself changing gears due to an auditory 
tester. Torque sits at a healthy 553 Ib-ftof | muscle memory.” 
twist. Like the X3 M, power is routed toa The BMW has the brakes to back up 
torque-vectoring all-wheel-drive system its power output, too. “I’ve never landed 
via an eight-speed automatic. on an aircraft carrier, but this is what it 
Also like the X3 M, the X6 M Comp’s has to be like when the hook catches the 
powertrain is the star of the show. “This 
thing is a monster, a mutant freak,” Evans 
said. “It’s like the Porsche without the 
refinement.” Added Walton: “What an 
engine! The torque is amazing, and it 
sounds terrific. The X6 M’s twin-turbo V-8 
is shockingly linear in its power delivery.” 
Throttle response is so crisp and power 
delivery so sudden that stomping on the 
X6 M’s throttle down a straight is the 
automotive equivalent of an open-ice 
body check in the NHL. “It doesn’t matter 






{ THE CAYENNE TURBO COUPE REPLICATES THE 9711 CARRERA S 
EXPERIENCE WHILE RETAINING ROOM FOR PEOPLE IN BACK. 


arresting wire,” Evans said. “The brakes 
on this thing are unreal.” Tire grip, with 
its steamroller-wide Michelins and 
BMW’s torque-vectoring all-wheel-drive 
system, was similarly phenomenal. 

For its size, the X6 M handles its weight 
well. You feel the Bimmer’s heft, but its 
chassis feels composed and neutral, its 
steering quick and progressive. Like the 
X38 M, the helm of the X6 M could use 
a touch more “dynamism” (as German 
engineers like to say). Steering is quick, 
somewhat light, and accurate, certainly, 
but a touch more delicacy from this big 
brute would be welcome. 

The X6 M’s suspension could also use 
more refinement. Although it’s nowhere 
near as poorly calibrated as the X3 M’s, 
the X6 M Comp’s suspension tuning 
is still on the wrong side of busy. In its 
sportier suspension settings, the X6 M 
would pogo up and down in places where 
the Mercedes and Porsche had no issues. 

So what holds the X6 M Competition 
from victory? Both Walton and Evans 
captured the sentiment of the group. “I 
came away feeling impressed but not 
amazed,” Walton noted, while Evans said, 
“T’m blown away by what it’s capable of, 
but I’m not sure I love it.” More polish 
and a touch more refinement, and we’d 
all be singing a different tune. 


Ist Place: 2020 Porsche Cayenne 
Turbo Coupe 
What a Difference a Year Makes 
We have the Porsche Cayenne to 
thank for the Super SUV competition 
happening at all. Nearly two decades 
after the first-generation Cayenne 
launched, this latest version proves why 
the Cayenne has been the segment domi- 
nator: Other manufacturers make sporty 
SUVs, but Porsche just makes Porsches. 
Truth be told, our Lava Orange 
Cayenne Turbo Coupe isn’t much 





different from last year’s silver Cayenne 
Turbo, which finished second after we 
dinged it for being boring. It rides on 

the same MLB platform as its more 
conventionally styled sibling and sits 

on the same wheels and tires. It even 

has an identical powertrain: a 4.0-liter 
twin-turbo V-8 with 541 hp and 567 lb-ft 
of torque paired with an eight-speed 
automatic, torque-vectoring all-wheel 
drive, and an optional four-wheel steering 
system. It’s not even the most powerful 
Cayenne in the stable. That honor 
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DRIVETRAIN LAYOUT Front-engine, AWD Front-engine, AWD _ Front-engine, AWD 
ite Sheet / alum block/heads 
VALVETRAIN DORIC DOHC 4 valves/eyh DOHC 4 valves/cy| DOHC 4 valves/cyl 
DISPLACEMENT 268.2 cu in/4,395cc | 231.8 cu in/3,799cc 
COMPRESSION RATIO 9.3:1 | eo 9A 
POWER (SAE NET) SOS mp @ia,7 50 Koln 617 hp @ 6,000 rom S/O) lo @ O20) Fein 
TORQUE (SAE NET) 442 lb-ft @ 2,600 rom 553 lb-ft @ 1,800 rom 538 lb-ft @ 2,500 rom 
REDLINE | 7,200 rom 7,200 rom | 7,200 rom 
WEIGHT TO POWER | 89 lb/hp (MT est) 8.8 lb/hp (MT est) 8.5 Ib/hp (MT est) 
0-60 MPH 4.0 (MT est) 3.5 sec (MT est) 3.3 sec (MT est) 
TRANSMISSION 8-speed automatic 8-speed automatic | 8-speed automatic 
AXLE/FINAL DRIVE RATIO 3.15:1/2.02:1 3.27:1/2.19:1 


SUSPENSION, FRONT; REAR 


























Struts, coil springs, adj shocks, 


anti-roll bar; multilink, coil springs, 
adj shocks, anti-roll bar 














Struts, coil springs, adj shocks, 
anti-roll bar; multilink, coil springs, 
adj shocks, anti-roll bar 












































Control arms, air sorings, adj shocks, 


anti-roll bar; multilink, air sorings, 
adj shocks, anti-roll bar 



































STEERING RATIO 12.971 13.0:1 rosie 
TURNS LOCK TO LOCK 2.4 | AS 2.8 
BRAKES, F: R 15.6-in vented, drilled disc; 14.6-in 15.6-in vented, drilled disc; 15.0-in 15.0-in vented, drilled disc; 13.0-in 
vented, drilled disc, ABS vented, drilled disc, ABS vented, drilled disc, ABS 
WHEELS 95 x 21-in; 10.0 x 21-in cast aluminum | 10.5 x 21-in; 11.5 x 22-in 9.0 x 22-in; 10.5 x 22-in 
forged aluminum forged aluminum 
TIRES 09s) SSR IOV oils) COR22 levy 265/35R22 102Y; 295/30R22 103Y 


255/40R21 102Y; 265/40R21 105Y 
Michelin Pilot Soort 4S (star) 





Michelin Pilot Soort 4S (star) 


Continental SportContact 6 MGT 






























































DIMENSIONS 

WHEELBASE 112.8 in 1170 in 118.3 in 

TRACK, F/R | 63.9/63.1 in -_ | 669/665 in | 64.4/669 in 

LENGTH X WIDTH X HEIGHT 186.2 x 74.7 x 65.7 in 195.0 x 79.5 x 66.7 in 197.6 x 78.0 x 65.4-68.4 in 
GROUND CLEARANCE | 8.0 in | 8.4in 6.8-97 in 
APPROACH/DEPART ANGLE | 18.2/20.3 deg 18.2/20.7 deg 22.0/26.0 deg 
TURNINGCIRCLE 8 =—S——sésd:«sCT tt | 42.0 ft | 41.2 ft 

CURB WEIGHT 4.500 Ib (MT est) 5,400 lb (MT est) 5,000 Ib (MT est) 

WEIGHT DIST, F/R —51/49% (MT est) -51/49% (MT est) -51/49% (MT est) 

TOWING CAPACITY Factory hitch not available in U.S. Factory hitch not available in U.S. | Not equipped for towing 
SEATING CAPACITY 5 5 5 

HEADROOM, F/R | 40.7/38.5 in | 393/375 in | 40.2/391 in 

LEGROOM, F/R 40.4/36.4 in Ory Soa an Aey Sy 2alia 

SHOULDER ROOM, F/R 137.67 5610 In | 60.0/577 in SiS S82 ti 








































































































CARGO VOLUME, BEH F/R 
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CONSUMER INFO 





596/274 cu ft 


Say 2ersre lait 





BASE PRICE $77,895 $118,595 $151,485 
PRICE AS TESTED $83,845 SiSi745 $154,085 
STABILITY/TRACTION CONTROL Mes es Yes/yes | Yes/yes 







































































AIRBAGS 8: Dual front, front side, f/r curtain, 10: Dual front, f/r side, f/r curtain, 6: Dual front, front side, f/r curtain 
| | front knee front knee 

BASIC WARRANTY 4 years/50,000 miles 4 years/50,000 miles 4 years/50,000 miles 

POWERTRAIN WARRANTY _—_| 4 years/50,000 miles | 4 years/50,000 miles 4 years/50,000 miles 
ROADSIDEASSISTANCE —|s years/Unlimited miles 14 years/Unlimited miles | 4 years/50,000 miles 

FUEL CAPACITY are gal | 219 gal ipa gal 

EPACITYINWY/COMB ECON B/S mS 





ENERGY CONS, CITY/HWY 
C02 EMISSIONS, COMB 
RECOMMENDED FUEL 


241/177 kWh/100 miles | 259/225 kWh/100 miles 
1.22 lb/mile 1.40 Ib/mile 1.25 lb/mile 


— 241/187 kWh/100 mi 








Unleaded premium Unleaded premium 
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| Unleaded premium 
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Front-engine, AWD 


VAOV AON nfo) g-Yo1 aT = 
Cayenne Turbo Coupe 





Front-engine, AWD 





Twin-turbo 90-deg V-8, alum block/ 
heads, plus electric motor 


DOHC 4 valves/cyl 


Michelin Pilot Soort 4S MO1 


| $114,945 


2ES OrCuiny So Scee 
Oe | 


603 ho @ 5,750 rom (gas), 
21 hp (elec), 603 hp (comb) 


627 lb-ft @ 2,500 rom (gas), 
184 |Ib-ft (elec), 627 lb-ft (comb) 


7,000 rom 


IMMA eo) 56 Ere) SIs, 
alum block/heads 
DOHC 4 valves/cy| 
DSO Cllniny 60 9OeCC 


One 


SanMon@ea/ SON Ona 


567 lb-ft @ 1,960 rom 


6,800 rom 
































9.1 lo/hp (MT est) 

3.4 (MT est) 

9-speed automatic 

2A VS) 

Control arms, air springs, adj shocks, 


adj anti-roll bar; multilink, air springs, 
adj shocks, adj anti-roll bar 


Not yet available 


Not yet available 


15.8-in vented, drilled disc; 14.6-in 
vented, drilled disc ABS 


HOQUO % 225 77 WO 22S 18 
forged aluminum 


235) AORP IMO gees) Sok 22 iia 


1179 in 

66.7/67.7 in 

IDACHS! SS STOLZ Ta 
7.5-8.1 in (MT est) 
18.0/19.8 deg 

HIG) Ji UA 

Eis @ OlloniVimecn 
56/44% (MT est) 
TOO Nb 


40.5/39.6 in 
40.3/409 in 
59.3/58.3 in 
(EGS SIMA 


$133,075 
Yes/yes 


9: Dual (MOM) mSiGleow (2c Ultelmp 
driver knee 


4 years/50,000 miles | 
4 years/50,000 miles 


4 years/50,000 miles & 


9.3 |b/hp (MT est) 

3.2 sec (MT est) 

8-speed automatic 

6S) ly 220), 

Multilink, coil and air springs, adj shocks, 
adj anti-roll bar; multilink, coil and air 
springs, adj shocks, adj anti-roll bar 
Weal 

225 


17.3-in vented, drilled carbon-ceramic disc; 
16.1-in vented, drilled carbon-ceramic disc, ABS 


95 X 21-in; 11.0 x 21-in forged 
aluminum 


285/40R21 109Y; 315/35R21 111Y Pirelli P Zero 


Corsa NO 


114.0 in 


66.4/66.5 in 
194.5 x 78.4 x 62.9-67.3 in 
5.2-9.6 in 


| 24.5-271/15.1-24.1 deg 


Sis ie 

5,500 lb (MT est) 
57/43% (MT est) 
7716 Ibo 

5) 

S82) SAS We 
41.1/40.0 in 
Se) |) Se Ie 

564 Fisieuin ik 


| $131,450 


$158,460 


7 | Yes/ yes 


10: Dual MOM) SiGe) eur telliat 
front knee 


4 years/50,000 miles 


belongs to the Turbo S E-Hybrid, which 
Porsche didn’t want to send us (670 hp 
and 663 lb-ft, because you’re wondering). 

So what’s different? Well, somewhat 
obviously, the roof. Aside from its 
911-esque profile, which lowers the 
Cayenne’s center of gravity, our tester also 
included the Lightweight Sport package, 
which swaps out the tin top for stiff, 
exposed-weave carbon fiber. 

You'd think it wouldn’t make such 
a difference, but it does. Three iconic 
numbers came up in each judge’s notes: 
911. I realize comparing a 5,500-pound 
thing to a 911 might sound a bit wry, but 
the Cayenne Turbo Coupe replicates the 
91] Carrera S experience remarkably well 
while retaining room for people in back. 

The steering is perfectly weighted and 
amazingly precise, mitigating any need for 
midcorner corrections. Its air suspension 
and active anti-roll system also help the 
Cayenne feel as lithe as a Carrera. “The 
way it hunkers down and jukes like a sports 
car 1s phenomenal,” Evans said. “This is 
what’s been missing from the Porsche 
SUV DNA, the sense of excitement. I don’t 
know what deal they made with Piéch’s 
ghost, but it was worth it.” 

If there’s anything we want from the 
Cayenne Turbo, it’s more power. “What 
a funny world we live in,” Lieberman 
said. “The Porsche feels underpowered 
compared to the AMG and X6 M. I'd love 
to see what you'd have if you shoved in the 
641-hp engine from the Urus. Prediction? 
We'd achieve the Cayenne’s full potential.” 

Most important, the Cayenne Turbo 
Coupe inspires the same sort of confi- 
dence the 911 does. With the other four 
contenders, you're always hyper-aware of 
the ridiculousness of a pas de chat witha 
three-ton, 22-inch-wheel-wearing SUV. 
The Cayenne makes it all feel normal. 

As with all its products, Porsche melds 
man and machine and forces you to focus 
on the ribbon of asphalt ahead, prodding 
you to push harder on the straights, 
brake later into bends, and hold your line 
through the apex. Whether youre blasting 
down the rutted roads of New York’s 
waterfront or through L.A.’s canyons, the 
Cayenne Turbo Coupe is exhilarating yet 
instructive, supple yet firm, and leaves you 
hoping the road will never end. & 
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4 years/50,000 miles 
DISC} 6 | 

15/19/16 mpg 

225/117 kWh/100 miles 
1.15 llb/mile 

Unleaded premium 


4 years/50,000 miles 
ASSISTS 


15/19/17 mpg | 


225/177 kWh/100 mi 


1.17 lb/mile _ 


| Unleaded premium 
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COMPARISON | Dodge Durango SRT vs. Ford Explorer ST 


ot rod Euro SUVs are great fun and 
all, but what if A) you’re looking to 
spend about half the average base 
price of our five super-utes (say, 
mid-$60Ks) or B) you need three 
rows of seats? 

That kind of cash will only get you one 
of the smaller two-row Euro utes, like an 
Audi SQ5, BMW X3 M, or Mercedes-AMG 
GLC SUV. Audi’s three-row SQ7 starts 
at $85,795, BMW’s X7 M50i commands 
$100,595, and the 2021 Mercedes-AMG 
GLS 63 surely won't be cheaper than the 
fo) UineXoy he towA0) hoN G3 Xo bs10) B 

So you'll be buying American. May we 
suggest one of these two hi-po utes—the 
Dodge Durango 4 SRT 392 or the Ford 
Explorer ST? 

Note: A Ford Explorer ST with all the 
boxes ticked just tops $65,000, while the 
Durango 4 SRT 392 starts at $64,490 and 
can top out over $80K with enthusiastic 





box-ticking. So their prices barely overlap. 


It’s also worth mentioning here that the 


~ A BATTLE F OR 


new-for-2020 sixth-generation Explorer 
is slightly shorter in length, height, and 
wheelbase but larger inside Gn all but 
third-row hip room) than the third-gen 
Durango, which entered production 

in 2010. So how do these two hot-rod 
Yankee-doodle three-row SUVs compare? 


Straight-Line Performance 

The V-8 Dodge weighs 642 pounds more 
than the Ford, which means that although 
it enjoys a 75-horsepower/55-lb-ft 
advantage in engine output, the burden 
each of its horses carries is only 0.6 pound 
less. Furthermore, Ford’s twin-turbo V-6 
gets the added leverage of two extra auto- 
matic transmission ratios. We therefore 
expected the two to run a close race, but 
the Durango jumped out to a 0.3-second 
KeeYo ees O 00) )ebe-belemoalcmet-lomeyel hvmuarelcralcrel 
from there, ending up at 1.7 seconds by 
100 mph. The 60-mph mark flashed by 

in 4.6 seconds for the Dodge, 5.3 for the 
Ford, with the quarter mile falling in 13.2 


AMERICA’S HOTTEST 
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seconds at 103.5 mph for the Durango and 
13.9 seconds at 99.9 mph for the Explorer. 
Relative to their base variants, the Ford 
runs 1.5 seconds quicker to 60 mph than 
an Explorer XLT with the 2.3-liter turbo- 
four, and the Dodge is 3.0 seconds ahead 
of its base V-6 counterpart. The Durango 
SRT hangs with similarly priced smaller 
performance SUVs such as the Audi SQ5 
(5.0 seconds) and Mercedes-AMG GLC 43 
(4.7 seconds). BMW’s $93,595 three-row 
X7 xDrive 501 with a 4.4-liter twin-turbo 
V-8 also needs 4.7 seconds to hit 60 mph. 
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generate stirring engine notes. That’s 
no small feat for the Explorer, with 
just three cylinders shouting through a 
turbocharger on each bank. But somehow 
the Ford manages to evoke a high-strung 
race car vibe in its Sport mode. Dodge’s 
392 sings a familiar muscle car tune, 
punctuated by those fun snorts and pops 
that happen when you lift off the throttle 
but the injectors send a few surplus drops 
of fuel through just for the fun of it. The 
Ford’s never does this, but its 10-speed 
auto deserves a special shoutout for 
exceptional Sport mode tuning, which 
holds lower gears through curves and 
downshifts lightning-quick when you call 
for full giddyup. 

So much for the going, what about 
the whoaing? The Durango stomps the 
Explorer, not in distance (110 feet to stop 
from 60 mph for Dodge, 114 for Ford) but 
in feel. The Dodge/SRT gang fits Brembo 





monoblock calipers all around, six 
pistons in front and four in back. 

Ford sticks with a less rigid steel slid- 
ing-caliper design fore and aft, enlarging 
id ekcseem-belemor-DeeUMbelcmnalcsneBucremusinemnals 
optional ST Street package ($995) and 
adding high-performance pads for 
another $600 on the ST High-Perfor- 
mance package. We only sampled the 
former, but both Detroit editor Alisa 
Priddle and I found the ST’s brakes to be 
disconcertingly grabby. They bite hard 
at the top of the pedal and require more 
modulation than the Brembos. We both 
felt greater confidence bombing into 
a tight corner in the Dodge—counter- 
intuitive given the 642-pound weight 
difference. 


The Dodge’s engine is way more powerful 
than the Ford’s, its brakes are more 
serious, and sure enough, its tires are 
grippier, and its chassis feels better 
damped and more responsive. We 
worried the heftier Dodge might be a 
straight-line demon and a palooka ona 
twisty road, but as Priddle put it, “The 
linebacker Durango is as light on its feet _ 


as a dancer; the lithe Explorer isin fact | 


clumsier on its feet.” 
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On the figure eight, the Durango lays 
down a 25.5-second lap with an average 
g-vector of 0.75, while the lighter Explorer 
ST trailed at 26.4 seconds and 0.72 g. The 
peak lateral g contest was also won by 
Dodge, at 0.89 versus 0.85. Credit Dodge’s 
“we know nobody’s taking this off-road, 
so put summer tires on it” thinking, which 
gives us Pirelli P Zero run-flats. Mean- 
while, the Ford test vehicle’s Michelin 
Latitude Sport 3 tires feature lower rolling 
resistance and improved wet traction, 
and the Pirelli Scorpion Zeros fitted to the 
photo vehicle are more tailored toward 
all-season running. 

“T felt an instant confidence in the 
Durango that I did not feel in the 
Explorer,” Priddle said, “whether 
performing a lane change or handling 
the curves on the drive route.” I managed 
to exceed the limits of adhesion in the 
Explorer in the tightest turns at speeds 
that would not have had a passenger 
clawing for the grab handles. 

The whole Durango driving experience 
is far more customizable than the Explor- 
er’s. Your choice of driving modes includes 
Track, Sport, Custom, Auto, Snow, and 
Tow. Go for Custom, and set the steering 


to Street; Sport and Track just make it 


feel gluey. Beware the Track suspension 
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mode—you feel every pebble and dimple. 
The ride is slightly less extreme in Sport, 
but Priddle and I both found ourselves 
reaching for the Auto mode as soon as our 
adrenaline subsided. 

The Explorer’s Sport mode primarily 
impacts engine and transmission calibra- 
tion. Its default ride quality is akin to the 
Durango’s Auto suspension mode. Both 
trucks ride firmer than their base siblings, 
but neither ride feels punishing until you 
firm up the Dodge. 

Adding to the fun in the Durango, 
myriad displays and screens are eager to 
depict all sorts of cool info, such as g-force 
circles, tallies of max lateral and longitu- 
dinal g’s for a particular run, power and 
torque meters and history graphs, and 
dragstrip performance stats—you know, 
the stuff that no responsible driver has 
any business glancing at in the middle of 
the type of maneuver that makes those 
displays interesting. Maybe they’re for the 
benefit of trusting passengers? 





Those hinged legs 
under the third 
row enable both 
comfortable thigh 
support and a flat 
load floor. 


By contrast, the Ford’s drive modes 
include Tow/Haul, Sport, Eco, Normal, 
Slippery, Trail, and Deep Snow/Sand. 
The Explorer’s only fun screens portray 
off-road info such as individual wheel 
torque distribution and pitch and roll 
angles, as if to justify the choice of those 
all-season-oriented tires. 

So the Durango handily wins this 
category and can roughly hang with 
similarly priced Euro hot-utes like the 
Mercedes-AMG GLC 48 (0.91 g, 25.2- 
second 0.75¢ figure eight). 


it Comfort/ Support 
When comparing these disparately 
priced trucks, we endeavored to look 
past the suede headliner, sewn and 
leather-wrapped dash, and carbon-fiber 
accents of the Durango’s $2,495 Premium 
Interior package. But there’s no escaping 
that the standard SRT includes a driver’s 
throne that’s way more comfortable and 
supportive than the chair in the Explorer. 
Both offer embossed logos, and the Ford 
gets nice contrast stitching, but SRT wins 
the day with grippy suede inserts, side 
bolstering that extends up to shoulder 
level, and richer padding. 

The SRT steering wheel is more 
enthusiast-focused, as well, boasting big 
shift paddles and thumb rests positioned 
just enough higher up on the rim to more 
comfortably allow thumbs to be posi- 
tioned under them for pushing up when 
turning (as driving school instructors 
suggest). The bottom of the rim is ever 
so slightly flattened, like in the Euro 
hot-utes. The Ford gets smaller—though 
equally effective—shift paddles anda 
handsome combo of plain and dimpled 
leather with white contrast stitching. 

Here again we must point out that 
even with the Durango’s trim upgrade, 
materials below the armrest line in either 
of these trucks belies their pocketbook- 
minded base trims. 


We looked past the Durango’s interior 
upgrades but reveled in the red seat belts. 








ger and Stuff Hauling 

On paper the Ford boasts the savvier 
package, cramming 11] percent more 
people and cargo space into an exterior 
volume that’s essentially the same as the 
Durango’s. Ford also provides middle-row 
sunshades and electric seat releases to 
ease entry to the third row. The third-row 
seats power up and down, as well. But the 
Dodge is the more comfortable vehicle 
to ride in. As in the front, the middle-row 
captain’s chairs are suitable for, if nota 
captain, at least the next in command. 
They’re perfectly contoured and padded 
and offer considerable side bolstering. 

Entering the Durango’s third row 
involves folding the backrest and dumping 
the seat forward, which will prove too big a 
job for small kids. Once back there, adults 
will find less space but also a higher, more 
comfortable seat cushion that’s properly 
angled to provide thigh support. The 
Ford’s is low and flat to stay out of the way 
of an electrically folding backrest. The 
Durango’s seat cushions and backrests 
must be raised and lowered manually. 

Dodge’s optional rear console ($595) has 
cupholders and a raised armrest bin with 
a clever double-hinged lid to permit the 
middle- or third-row passengers access to 





its 110-volt plug and a third USB charging 
jack. Ford’s low, hard plastic console 
features an open bin and two cupholders, 
but it allows smaller kids to simply walk 


between the center seats to the rear bench. 


Both cargo holds offer underfloor 
storage, but Ford’s deeper bin runs 
full-width. A compact spare stays clean in 
a well beneath this. Dodge’s hidden cargo 
bin is just two-thirds the width of the 
truck, and its spare hangs under the body. 


Conclusion 
The Durango SRT apes the driving experi- 
ence of a Euro hot-ute most convincingly. 
A reasonably well-heeled family of six 
looking for a sportier ride to their lake 
house will find this Durango to bea 
compelling choice. Its bulging, vented, and 
scooped hood, fat tires, and red Brembo 
brakes convey a swagger that its stonking 
V-8 eagerly delivers. Every touchpoint and 
screen display conveys the message that 
this is a muscle truck on a mission. It also 
manages to be more comfortable in all 
three rows, and despite the advancing age 
of its platform, Dodge has kept it current 
with the latest infotainment system and 
most of the latest driver assist features. 
Still, there are those who will regard the 
Durango SRT as too brash—a neck tattoo 
you can drive. For these folks, the much 
more refined-looking Ford offers a signif- 
icant upgrade over lesser Explorers and 
delivers within 15 percent of the Durango 
SRT’s acceleration, accompanied by its 
own unique snarl. Its dynamic handling 
envelope is 3-4 percent less extreme, but 
it offsets that by promising better perfor- 
mance in bad weather or off pavement, all 
while promising to drink about a third less 
fuel. That’s significant. But then, we’re not 
the types put off by the neck tattoo. 


Ist: Dodge Durango 4 SRT 

Sure, it’s heavy and old, but that can be 
your little secret when folks strap into its 
first-class seats for an epic back road blast. 


2nd: Ford Explorer ST 

Suave and sophisticated, spacious and fuel 
efficient, and a stirring performer when 
driven on its own. Here, it’s an awesome 
Leatherman knife at a gunfight. 
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POWERTRAIN/CHASSIS 





DRIVETRAIN LAYOUT Front-engine, AWD | Front-engine, AWD 

ENGINE TYPE 90-deg V-8, iron block/alum Twin-turbo 60-deg V-6, alum 
heads block/heads 

VALVETRAIN OHV, 2 valves/cyl DOHC, 4 valves/cyl 


DISPLACEMENT 
COMPRESSION RATIO 


SO eu in a4 10ce 180.4 cu in/2,956cc 
| 10.921 95:1 


POWER (SAE NET) 
TORQUE (SAE NET) 470 |b-ft @ 4,300 rom 415 lb-ft @ 3,000 rom 

REDLINE 5,950 rom | 6,500 rom 

WEIGHT TO POWER 11.6 lb/hp | 12.2 Ib/hp 

TRANSMISSION 8-speed automatic 10-speed automatic 

AXLE/FINAL DRIVE RATIO | 3.70:1/2.48:1 Sosa 22e4 


SUSPENSION, FRONT; REAR | Control arms, coil springs, adj 
shocks, anti-roll bar; multilink, coil 
springs, adj shocks, anti-roll bar | 

STEERING RATIO 16.7:1 16.5: 

TURNS LOCK TO LOCK be ya 


Struts, coil sorings, anti-roll bar; 
multilink, coil sorings, anti-roll bar 








BRAKES, F; R 15.0-in vented disc; 15.8-in 14.3-in vented disc; 13.8-in 
vented disc, ABS | vented disc, ABS 

WHEELS 9.0 x 21-in cast aluminum 

TIRES 295/45R20 110Y Pirelli P Zero _ 275/45R21 TOW Michelin Latitude 
(run-flat) Soon 3 MO” 

[DIMENSIONS 

WHEELBASE 1198 in 1191 in 

TRACK, F/R OS9)/ 45 Ma —-66.9/669 in 

LENGTH X WIDTH X HEIGHT) 201.2 x 76.4 x 698 in 199.3 x 78.9 x 70.2 in 

GROUND CLEARANCE 8.2 in | 8.3 in 


APPROACH/DEPART ANGLE | 18.43/20.2 deg 21.0/21.0 deg 








TURNING CIRCLE 41.0 ft 38.7 ft 

CURB WEIGHT |] 5,502 lb 4,860 Ib 
WEIGHT DIST, F/R | 52/48% | 51/49% 
TOWING CAPACITY 8,700 Ib 5,600 Ib 

















SEATING CAPACITY 6 | 6 

HEADROOM, F/M/R 399/40.3/58.5 in 40.7/43.0/61.8 in 
LEGROOM, F/M/R | 39.8/38.6/577 in —40.5/39.0/619 in 
SHOULDER ROOM, F/M/R | 37.8/33.5/50.4 in | 38.9/32.2/54.6 in 
CARGO VOLUME BEHF/M/R| 85.1/43.3/17.2 cu ft S18) 472/18 Zeit 
TEST DATA 


ACCELERATION TO MPH 
0-30 














0-40 
0-50 

0-60 

0-70 

0-80 

0-90 | 97 

0-100 De | 
PASSING, 45-65 MPH 2.5 | 
QUARTER MILE 
BRAKING, 60-0 MPH | 110 ft | 114 ft 


LATERAL ACCELERATION | 0.89 g (avg) 0.85 g (avg) 


MT FIGURE EIGHT 25.5 sec @ 0.75 g (avg) 26.4 sec @ 0.72 g (avg) 








TOP-GEAR REVS @ 60 MPH 1,700 rom 1,250 rom 

| CONSUMER INFO | 

BASE PRICE $64,490 $55,985 

PRICE AS TESTED | $78,830 - $59,670 

STABILITY/TRACTION Yes/Yes Yes /Yes 

CONTROL | 

AIRBAGS 7ADUGLoOneeiOntusiclest inv | Cab teiiemeihonmeclelemn, iy i 





curtain, front knee 


curtain, driver knee 
BASIC WARRANTY 3 years/36,000 miles | 3 years/36,000 miles 


POWERTRAIN WARRANTY | 5 years/60,000 miles 5 years/60,000 miles 
ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 5 years/60,000 miles 5 years/60,000 miles 


FUEL CAPACITY | 24.6 gal | 21.8 gal 
EPA CITY/HWY/COMB ECON) Isy 12) Ts injec | [ 18/24/20 mpg — 
ENERGY CONS, CITY/HWY | 259/177 kWh/100 miles | 187/140 kWh/100 miles 


CO2 EMISSIONS, COMB ‘1.28 Ib/mile 0.96 lb/mile | 
Unleaded premium Unleaded regular | 


RECOMMENDED FUEL 































































































*Photos and pricing reflect 2020 Durango; test 
results from identical 2018 model 
**Photo vehicle features Pirelli Scorpion Zero tires 
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WE TORQUE-STEER THE HECK OUT OF 
THESE FRONT-DRIVE SPORT COMPACTS 


s enthusiasts, we’re taught from a 
young age to view front-drive cars 
with contempt. They are flawed. 
Wrong-wheel drive. Plagued with 
torque steer if you give them any 
power. They are the product of corpora- 
tions cutting costs to please shareholders. 
Like my fellow enthusiasts, I was indoc- 
trinated in the scriptures of Zora, Carroll, 
and Ferry: the only performance cars that 
matter are rear-wheel drive. 

But things have changed a lot in the 
past couple decades. Front-wheel-drive 
performance cars are—dare I say—quite 
good. They are composed. They’re 
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balanced. They’re equally capable of 
(oo) banca haba lemer-venco)nmuer-\e lcm Dalemcyer-l.ebelemens) 
interstate runs. 

As aresult, pocket rockets such as the 
Ford Fiesta ST have been segment stand- 
outs, even finishing a respectable sixth 
place at Best Driver’s Car, vanquishing 
the likes of the BMW i8 and Jaguar 
F-Type. It’s not the highest-finishing 
front-driver at BDC, either. (We won’t 
spoil it for those with short memories.) 

This year’s crop of front-drive 
performance cars are perhaps the best 
and most diverse yet. Luckily for us (and 
you), there seems to be one for just about 


COMPARISON | Honda Civic Type R vs. Hyundai Veloster N vs. Mercedes-AMG CLA 45 vs. Mini Cooper JCW GP 





every conceivable budget and taste, too. 

Starting at $28,575, the 2020 Hyundai 
Veloster N follows the classic hot-hatch 
formula: punchy turbocharged four-pot, 
a manual transmission, and grippy 
tires. Want a more extreme version of 
the same? Step up to the $37,950 2020 
Honda Civic Type R. With more power, 
more grip, and more wing, the Civic Type 
R won our last sport compact shootout, 
besting the Ford Focus RS, Volkswagen 
Golf R, and Subaru WRX STI. 

At the more exclusive end of the hot 
hatch range, the $45,750 2021 Mini 
Cooper John Cooper Works GP Hardtop 
offers up Honda levels of power ina 
Hyundai-sized package. If you want your 
pocket performance with a luxury badge, 


you have the very-much-not-a-hatchback 
2020 Mercedes-AMG CLA 45 4Matict+. 

A more evolved take on the classic WRX 
STI formula, the $55,795 CLA 45 differs 
from the rest of this sport compact flock 
by offering up standard all-wheel drive 
(base versions of the CLA are front-drive) 
and featuring a slick fastback roofline 
instead of a stubby hatch. 

Conventional wisdom says the more 
dough you spend, the better performance 
car you get—but does that ring true for 
this crop of front-drive sport compacts? 
To find out, we unleashed the Veloster, 
Civic Type R, Cooper JCW GP, and CLA 
45 on 66 glorious miles of Angeles Crest 
Highway’s hairpins and sweepers to see— 
with cost being no object—which was the 
best-driving sport compact of the group. 
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The bottom of the pricing ladder seems 
like as good a place as any to begin. For 
$30,675 as tested, the 2020 Hyundai 
Veloster N offers a lot for your money. 
The first vehicle from Hyundai's upstart 
ING Zeyu Key wont-velecuceloleye-velem Kom ucr-(e nm nal: 
US., the Veloster N features a potent 
2.0-liter turbocharged I-4 in two states of 
tune: 250 hp and 260 |b-ft of torque for 
the standard version, or 275 hp in models 
equipped with the $2,100 Performance 
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package, like our tester. (For 2021 the 
Performance package becomes standard 
on the Veloster N.) A six-speed manual is 
the only available transmission for 2020, 
but an eight-speed dual-clutch auto is 
coming. 

That newly standard Performance 
package adds a lot of kit to the Veloster 
N. Aside from the 15-hp boost, it also 
provides the stubby little three-door 
with larger front and rear vented brakes, 
19-inch wheels shod with sticky summer 
tires, electronically adjustable dampers, 
and a proper mechanical limited-slip 
differential. Oh, and Hyundai throws ina 
raucous active exhaust system to ensure 
everyone hears you coming and going. 

For an automaker with only a short 
history in manufacturing performance 
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The volume knob and new oblong shift knob 
are the most noticeable differences between 
the 2020 Civic Type R and earlier versions. 


Pree red arenes 
a a Pr 


The Veloster N's pale blue paddles 
(which, you'll notice, match the seat 
belts) are a quick way to switch through 
drive modes. The infotainment system 
allows more customization. 


Hyund di Veloster N 


cars, the Veloster Nisaphenomenalfirst features editor Jonny Lieberman put remarkably forgiving for newer drivers. 
effort. The little hot-rodded four-pot it—“a tugboat of torque” as it pulls to its Missed, or even skipped shifts don’t neces- 
under the Hyundai’s hood deservesmuch  6,800-rpm fuel cutoff. sarily come with the punishment of having 
of the credit. “Nothing until 3,200 rpm Once spooled up, the Hyundat’s engine to work the engine back into its powerband. 
and then whoosh, youre off!” associate has the characteristics of a powerplant The actual process of shifting the 
online editor Nick Yekikian said. It’s double its size and displacement. Its big Veloster N’s six-speed is largely satisfying, 
the least powerful car here, but after torque curve not only gives the driver too—especially considering its explosive 
an initial bit of turbo lag, the Veloster finer control when pushing against the rally-inspired soundtrack of booms, 
comes into boost and becomes—as senior envelope but also makes the Veloster N stutters, and pops—but it could be better. 
For starters, the gear ratio spread is fairly 
long—again, good for novice drivers but 
less rewarding for those who know what 
they’re doing. The Hyundat’s shifter has 
short, chunky, satisfying throws, and up 
on a winding road, we want to use it more. 
The other issue is pedal spacing. “The 
brake and throttle are so far apart and 
poorly placed that you can basically forget 
about heel-toeing,” Lieberman said. “Yes, 
there is auto rev matching. I didn’t spend 
half my life learning how to rev-match 
with my heel just to have a computer do it 
(not quite right) for me.” 





The CLA is expensive, and its cabin reflects it. 
Benz's corporate design scales down well. We 
like it despite the lack of obvious AMG touches. 
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Mini Cooper JCW GP 


The Veloster N’s ride could also use a 
rethink. Angeles Crest is far from a rough 
road, but the Veloster, in both Sport+ and 
N settings, feels set up for the Nurbur- 
gring and little else. Thankfully, the 
Veloster provides a surprising amount of 
parameter tailoring via its infotainment 
system; our goldilocks configuration was 
the suspension in its softest setting, auto 
rev matching off, and everything else 
in its most aggressive setting. Once set 
up right, the Veloster N is aremarkably 
neutral canyon carver. Although its 
brakes act like an on-off switch, the rest 
of the package is there, with quick, accu- 
rate steering and tenacious grip through 


bends thanks to those sticky tires and the 


Veloster’s limited-slip differential. 

The Veloster N is a helluva first effort 
from Hyundai, but with three more cars 
and miles of open road ahead of us, it’s 


time to see what 10 grand more (and then 


some) gets us. 


$30,000-$40,000 
2020 Honda Civic Type R 


Journalists are skeptics by nature. 
Personally, I didn’t think a 306-horse and 
295-lb-ft front-driver could be anything 
but a maniacal torque-steering monster. 
Instead, what I found with the Civic Type 
R was one of the purest, most rewarding 
sports cars I’d ever driven. 

Honda has been steadily improving the 
Civic Type R since its 2017 introduction. 


The Mini Cooper JCW GP's seats might look 
well-bolstered, but they're soft and squishy, 


and they do a terrible job at holding the 
driver in place. 


Its 2.0-liter turbocharged I-4, six-speed 
manual, and limited-slip differential 

are unchanged, but the improvements 
made to the 2020 model should make a 
meaningful performance difference. For 
starters, a larger grille improves airflow 
and reduces heat soak when tracking the 
Type R. The brakes get upgraded, too, 
from one-piece vented/drilled units to 
lighter floating two-piece rotors with 
more bite than before. What’s more, the 
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Civic’s electronically adaptive suspension 
gets some serious upgrades. Aside from 
new bushings and stiffer springs, the 
electronic dampers are now capable of 
sampling road conditions 20 times per 
second versus the previous two. The 
combined revisions, Honda says, should 
both improve turn-in and reduce roll. 

The Veloster N is a thoroughly enjoy- 
able car, but my god, this Civic—a couple 
turns is all it needs to show you that 
it’s a true next-level driver’s car. Confi- 
dence-inspiring, immediate, direct, and 
balanced ... if Porsche built front-drive 
cars, this is how they'd feel. 

It’s hard to point to any one key attri- 
bute that makes the Civic Type R so good, 
because unlike so many performance cars 
cobbled together from economy-car roots, 
the Honda feels holistically built from 
the ground up to be the most rewarding 
driver’s car possible. 

A hallmark of a great sports car, the 
Civic’s turbo-four is easy to drive by feel. 
Get on the throttle, and you'll hear the 


turbo spool up and feel 22.8 psi of boost 
hit you in the chest, and soon the subtle 
vibrations of Honda’s VTEC system tickle 
your fingers through the steering wheel 
right before an audible ding! sounds, 
telling you you've hit the 7,000-rpm 
redline. Palm the aluminum shift knob, 
flick through neutral, slide it easily home 
in the next gear, and keep going. In an 
increasingly digitized world, the Civic 
Type R is rewardingly analog. It moves. 
You drive. 

That’s not to say the Civic Type R is 
a Luddite’s dream. Half the reason it 
corners so well is courtesy of its trick 
suspension system. “The retuned, quick- 
er-sampling dampers numb the ride a bit 
compared to the 2017 iteration,” Lieb- 
erman said. “The benefit is a Civic Type R 
that turns in quicker and somehow grips 
even more.” 

The Civic Type R’s steering is fantastic, 
too. Despite two small patches of rubber 
astride the engine restraining more than 
300 hp and nearly 300 lb-ft of torque, 
as well as the bulk of the braking and 
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all of the steering, the feel itself is great. 
Turn-in is crisp, and the steering feels 
linear and accurate. The Hondaisa 
remarkably easy car to place in a corner— 
it’s truly point and shoot. 


2021 Mini Cooper John Cooper 
Works GP 


On paper, the limited edition Mini Cooper 
JCW GP looks quite promising. The most 
outwardly track-focused compact of our 
bunch, it appears that Mini took the job 

of making the ultimate sport compact 
quite seriously. Barge boards, a front 
splitter, and a rear wing are claimed to 
improve downforce at minimal cost to 
aerodynamic drag. A new suspension is 
stiffer and lower than in standard Minis, 
and it has increased camber at each corner 
for quicker turn-in. The body has been 
stiffened, with the most visible example 
being the red strut braces that span the 
inside walls of the car where the rear seats 
used to be. Lightweight wheels shod with 
summer tires are at each corner, as are 
uprated brakes. 

Under the hood, the Min1’s 2.0-liter 
turbocharged I-4 receives some signifi- 
cant changes, including a new intake duct, 
a lower compression ratio, a new turbo- 
charger bolted to an integrated exhaust 
manifold, and a lightweight straight-pipe 
exhaust system, among other things. 
Paired with an eight-speed automatic and 
a mechanical limited-slip differential, the 
2.0-liter mill makes 301 hp and 332 lb ft of 
torque. The Mini isn’t the most powerful 
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vehicle here, but it has the best weight- 
to-power ratio. 

That’s on paper. As anyone in project 
management will tell you, there’s a big 
difference between ideation and execu- 
tion. When confronted with the realities 
of daily driving, the Mini GP “feels like 
it was built in someone’s garage by an 
amateur auto-crosser,” features editor 
Scott Evans said. 

The GP’s ride is probably its most 
obvious tell. It’s punishingly stiff and 
skittish; you're never sure if the Mini 
is going to rattle itself to pieces or take 
flight when pushing it at speed up 
Angeles Crest. “Maybe it was developed 
on a nice road-racing course in Europe 
where the benefits of its firmness trans- 
lates into faster laps,” testing director 
Kim Reynolds said, “but here in the real 
world, the plan breaks down into a mess.” 

He’s just getting started: “The vertical 
shaking is not only uncomfortable, but 
it causes the car to feel unpredictable. 

It seriously gets in the way of driving. 
| The sheer thrashing and bouncing 
around makes it hard to concentrate 








and complicates keeping your steering 
angle the same because youre physically 
moving around so much. The ride 
problem radiates into every corner of the 
car’s performance.” 

Even the Mintr’s one bright spot, its 
torque-rich turbo-four, is undone by 
torque steer, a differential incapable of 
putting down power, and an automatic 
transmission’s manual mode that’s prone 
to upshifting too early and denying down- 
shifts. So much for trusting the driver. 
The lack of an available manual transmis- 
sion doesn’t go unnoticed, either. 

The Hyundai and Honda set a high bar 
for Mini, and despite having $45,750 to 
play with, the JCW GP comes nowhere 
close to clearing it. 


2020 Mercedes-AMG CLA 45 
4Matic + 


Nominally a $10K walk from the Mini 
GP to the CLA 45, we couldn’t help but 
burst out laughing when we saw the 
$76,155 as-tested price for our AMG CLA 
45 tester. You could have the Civic and 
Veloster and still have money left over for 
the asking price of our yellow Mercedes. 
Although cost is no object when it comes 
to this particular comparison, it’s worth 
noting that had you removed all the 
non-performance options on our CLA, 
it would sticker for a far more palatable 
$58,695. 

Our pocket Merc would seem to 
have lots to offer the enthusiast. For 
starters, its 2.0-liter turbocharged I-4 
puts out damn near 200 horsepower per 
liter. For comparison, a 797-hp Dodge 
Challenger Hellcat Redeye puts out only 
129 horsepower per liter. With 382 hp 
and 354 lb-ft of torque on tap, the CLA 
45’s mill is basically a nuclear bomb ina 
grenade form factor. With so much power 
on tap, it’s no surprise that AMG opted 
for a torque-vectoring all-wheel-drive 
system—working through an eight-speed 
dual-clutch automatic—to put the CLA’s 
power to the ground. 

Other AMG-specific changes to the 





CLA 45 include the requisite upgraded 
wheels, tires, and brakes, plus addi- 
tional chassis stiffness to help improve 
handling. Our tester also featured the 
optional AMG Dynamic Plus package, 
which adds an electronically adjustable 
suspension, even larger brakes, and most 
important, a Drift mode. 

Despite what that childish (though 
fun!) drive mode might have you believe, 
compared to the remaining trio, the CLA 
45 feels altogether more mature. Boring, 
even, depending on your selection of 
driving mode. 

More so than any other car in recent 
memory, simply toggling the CLA from 
Sport+ to Race on the steering wheel- 
mounted (Porsche copycat) drive mode 
selector makes a world of difference. The 
car goes from C-Class to GT C—sharper, 
more responsive, quicker. “Race mode 
is transformative, making everything 
much more serious,” Reynolds said. “The 
power’s remarkable, and it comes ina 
rush—a rush of power, arush of torque, a 
rush of everything.” 

The Mercedes’ powerhouse of an engine 
is backed up by one of the quickest front- 
drive-based dual-clutch transmissions 
we've ever experienced, with upshifts, as 
Lieberman put it, that are “like a round 
leaving a rifle. Bang! Bang! Bang!” and 
downshifts that are slightly slurred at 
times but always impossibly smooth. 

Given its torque-vectoring all-wheel- 
drive setup, the quickest way through any 
corner is to just add more throttle—just 
like a pint-sized Nissan GT-R. “It’s the 
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The wrapper says “Mustang,” but this 
engine came from the Focus RS. 
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opposite of how they teach you to drive: 
Don’t let off the gas when the nose starts 
to push; give it more, and let the rear diff 
figure it out,” Evans said. 

“You can just wing it into corners all 
fast and sloppy then just get on the gas 
when things start to go wrong, and the car 
just fixes it for you,” Evans added. Given 
all the computing going on inside the 
CLA 45’s brain, steering 1s unsurprisingly 
a touch on the digital side—heavy and 
lacking the purity of the Civic or Veloster 
helms—but easy to place nonetheless. 


We interrupt this regularly 
scheduled program ... 
2020 Ford Mustang EcoBoost HPP 


Surprise! This four-car comparison test 
actually has five cars. 

In the days leading up to our compar- 
ison, there was some skepticism that our 
group of front-drive sport compacts were 
really superior to a good rear-wheel sports 
car. So before we left for Angeles Crest, we 
called up Chevrolet and asked for a 275-hp 
turbo-four-powered Camaro 1LE, which 


for just $30,995 is arguably the perfor- 
mance bargain of the century. Except 
Chevy didn’t have any available (some- 
thing about a bug that’s going around). 
Instead, we pivoted and got the next best 
thing: a 2020 Ford Mustang EcoBoost with 
the High Performance package. 

A new offering for 2020, the High 
Performance package puts the engine 
from the discontinued Focus RS under 
the Mustang’s hood, making it a hot hatch 
in pony car packaging. The 2.3-liter turbo 
I-4 makes 330 hp and 350 I|b-ft of torque, 
and it drives the pony car’s rear wheels 
through a six-speed manual. The High 
Performance package also includes brake, 
tire, and chassis upgrades borrowed from 
the Mustang GT. 

Our Grabber Lime Mustang takes things 
a step further with the optional EcoBoost 
Handling package, which adds Ford’s 
electronically adjustable MagneRide 
suspension, a Torsen limited-slip diff with 
a shorter 3.55 axle ratio, wider wheels and 
tires, and upgraded brakes. Although it 
can be had on the base Mustang EcoBoost 
(starting at $28,510), the High Perfor- 
mance package and EcoBoost Handling 
package were added to our well-equipped 
Mustang EcoBoost Premium, which starts 
at $32,880 and stickered for $43,665. And— 
because I know what you're thinking—yes, 
you can get a Mustang GT (or Camaro SS) 
for that kind of money, but the turbo-four 
powerplant is our controlled variable here. 

The hypothesis was simple: If rear- 
wheel-drive performance cars are 
inherently superior (as I spent my 
childhood believing), then this well- 
equipped turbocharged Mustang would 
send the Mini, Mercedes, Hyundai, and 
Honda packing. 
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The current-generation Mustang is 
far from the most refined rear-wheel 
performance car out there, but the 
differences between the Ford and our 
four front-drivers are apparent right from 
the get-go. The Mustang EcoBoost is well 
balanced and lighter on the nose than the 
hatches. It feels planted, purposeful, and 
easy to drive quickly. Steering is quick and 
responsive—but rather nonlinear in its 
action, making it easy to make uninten- 
tional steering changes. This is more of a 
Mustang issue, than a rear-drive foible. 

The Mustang’s suspension doesn’t help 
the steering much. Like most non-Shelby 
Mustangs of this generation, the front 
and rear suspensions seem to be talking 
two different languages, leaving the car to 
seesaw up and down on its axles. Although 
it’s not punishing like in the Mini, the Ford 
“does a lot of hopping from undulation to 
undulation,” Reynolds said. “Meanwhile, 
the nose sort of hunts around, wandering 
from side to side even though I’m holding 
a constant steering angle.” 

The Ford does offer drive modes that 
would seem to help settle the suspension 
and steering, but unlike in the Hyundai, 
there’s no built-in flexibility allowing 
you to adjust throttle response, exhaust, 
suspension, and steering independently. 
You can have the sportiest engine 
response, or comfort steering feel, but not 
both at the same time, largely defeating 
the purpose. 

Although the Focus RS engine isn’t 
lacking in character, most found the hot 
hatch I-4 a poor fit for the 200-pounds- 
heavier Mustang. “The engine is the barest 
minimum you could stick in a Mustang 
and still sorta pretend it’s a performance 
car,” Lieberman said. “After 5,000 rpm, the 
engine is out of breath, torque is waning, 
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and I just keep thinking, ‘How much 
more for the V-8?” That said, Reynolds 
described the brakes as “unexpectedly 
good” at reining in the Mustang. 

An even shorter final drive might help 
liven things up some; the Ford’s shifter 
has great, meaty throws, and the pedals 
are properly spaced for heel-toeing, but 
you unfortunately don’t end up using it 
all that much. “The Mustang is geared 
long and tall and has more midrange 
torque than top-end power, so you spend 
most of your time in fourth,” Evans said. 
“It takes some of the fun out of a manual 
if you never shift.” 


After running up and down Angeles 
Crest in three front-drive hot hatches, 
an all-wheel-drive pocket rocket, and 
2019’s best-selling rear-drive coupe in 
the U.S., we’d answered two questions 
for ourselves: Which sport compact is 
best? And is rear-wheel drive inherently 
superior to front- or all-wheel drive? 
Here’s how our near-unanimous rank- 
ings shook out: 

In last place, as I’m sure you've figured, 








COMPARISON 


is the supremely disappointing 2021 Mini 
Cooper JCW GP. Although we love the 
idea of a lighter, track-focused, Mini, this 
one falls victim to the old high-power, 
front-drive performance car stereotypes. 
The JCW GP looks great standing still, 
but driving it in anger is an exercise in 
frustration. Youre fighting torque steer, 
a cinder block-stiff suspension, and an 
underwhelming automatic transmission. 
“This can’t be what John Cooper would 
ever have wanted,” Reynolds said. 

In fourth place, proving wrong my 
theory about rear-drive superiority, is 
the 2020 Ford Mustang EcoBoost. “The 
Mustang is pretty good in its own right, 
but it’s not a standout in this crowd,” 
Evans said. The Mustang feels bigger and 
heavier than the compacts placed above 
it, but it’s more than capable of hanging 
with this crowd. It says a lot that this 
essentially base Mustang isn’t out of place 
in a group of high-performance specials, 
but due to its engine’s lack of top end and 
the lack of precision in its suspension 
and steering tuning, it’s a car more fun to 
cruise in at 6/10ths than drive at 9/10ths. 

The 2020 Hyundai Veloster N ends 
up in third. There’s a lot we love about 


NOVEMBER 2020 MOTORTREND.COM 49 





POWERTRAIN/CHASSIS 


THis, 


VAOVAOM Zo} com lei Kel ale) 
Oo] 0] ol =m ove) ofolos-1am ac -Janlielan 


= |. = 


= 


| 2020 Honda Civic Type R Touring | 2020 Hyundai Veloster N 





DRIVETRAIN LAYOUT 
ENGINE TYPE 
VALVETRAIN 
DISPLACEMENT 
COMPRESSION RATIO 
POWER (SAE NET) 
TORQUE (SAE NET) 
REDLINE 


WEIGHT TO POWER, MT EST 


0-60 MPH, MT EST 
TRANSMISSION 
AXLE/FINAL DRIVE RATIO 
SUSPENSION, FRONT; REAR 








| 3.58:1/2.21: 


Front-engine, RWD coupe 





Turbocharged I|-4, alum block/head 


SSulecUliny 2 votes 
9.471 
SOChaer@=> > O Olona: 
Co Cllbe ears OC Oloims: 
6,800 rom 

11.8 lb/hpo 

| 9.0 SEC 
6-speed manual 





Suse eel SoniGgs Gelismecks, omtl=1o)| 
bar; multilink, coil sorings, adj shocks, 
anti-roll bar 

















Front-engine, FWD hatchback 


Turbocharged |-4, alum block/head 


DOHC, 4 valves/cyl 
121.8 cu in/1,996cc 
98:1 

506 hp @ 6,500 rom 
DIS |S 1G Zi OO foie 
7,000 rom 

10.1 Ib/hp 

4.1 sec 

6-speed manual 


| 4.11:1/3.02:1 


Struts, coil springs, adj shocks; 
anti-roll bar; multilink, coil springs, 
Gel smocks CMu-rell/bay 























| Front-engine, FWD hatchback 


| DOHC, 4 valves/cyl 


— 1219 cu in/1,998cc 
19S 


275 @ 6,000 rom 


| 260 @ 1,450 rom 
6,800 rom 
“T11Ib/hp 


| 5.9 sec 


_ 6-speed manual 


4.335 (1,2, R);, 3.2551 (3, 4, 5, 6)/2.781 


| Struts, coil sorings, adj shocks, 


anti-roll bar; multilink, coil springs, 


| adj shocks, anti-roll bar 






























































ENERGY CONS, CITY/HWY 
C02 EMISSIONS, COMB 


RECOMMENDED FUEL 







AMG ought to put a warning on this thing. 











| 169/125 kWh/100 miles 
0.86 Ib/mile 


Unleaded premium 
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the Veloster N—especially its torque-rich 
engine, the balanced chassis, and the 
amount of customizability the computer 
allows—but it’s going to take some serious 
polish to overcome our top two finishers. 
Its flinty ride is the most obvious issue, but 
its lack of a heel-toe-friendly pedal setup 
is more telling of some of the systemic 
issues that Hyundai needs to overcome in 
converting a $19,000 economy hatchback 
into a world-beating sport compact. 








153/120 kWh/100 miles 
0.80 Ib/mile 


Unleaded premium 























STEERING RATIO 16.0:1 11.7:1-14.9:1 | 12.3:1 
BRAKES, F; R 13.9-in vented disc; 13.0-in vented disc, | 13.8-in vented, drilled disc; 12.0-in | 13.6-in vented disc; 12.4-in 
2 JABS | disc, ABS ___ vented disc, ABS 
WHEELS 90 x 19-in cast aluminum Soe Oj nest Glliintnelitn | 8.0 x 19-in cast aluminum 
TIRES 265/4OR19 98Y Pirelli P Zero Corsa PZC4 | 245/30R20 YOY Continental | 235/35R19 ONY Pirelli P Zero HN 
SPOMCOMmacto | 
DIMENSIONS : 
WHEELBASE 107.1 in 106.3 in 104.3 in 
TRACK, F/R 62.4/65.1 in 63.0/62.7 in | 61.2/61.6 in 
LENGTH X WIDTH X HEIGHT 179.4 x 73.9 x 56.5 in 1679 x 71.3 x 549 in 
TURNING CIRCLE 395 ft | 38.1 ft 
CURB WEIGHT, MT EST | 3,104 Ib 3,052 Ib 
WEIGHT DIST, F/R, MT EST 62/38% _64/36% 
SEATING CAPACITY 4 [4 
HEADROOM, F/R 393/374 in 38.1/359 in 
LEGROOM, F/R 42.3/359 in | 42.6/34.1 in 
SHOULDER ROOM, F/R 56.9/55.0 in _56.0/54.3 in 
CARGO VOLUME ISS cuit | 25.7 cu ft (46.2 cu ft w/ seats folded) | 199 cu ft (44.5 cu ft w/ seats folded) 
| CONSUMER INFO | : 
BASE PRICE $32,880 $37950 $28,575 
PRICE AS TESTED $43,665 $37950 _ $30,675 
STABILITY/TRACTION CONTROL Yes/Yes _Yes/Yes 
AIRBAGS 6 DUaliontunnonmsice. 1, Cuntelin | 6: Dual front, front side, f/r curtain 
front knee | 
BASIC WARRANTY 3 years/36,000 miles 5 years/60,000 miles 
POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 5S years/60,000 miles 10 years/100,000 miles 
ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 5 years/60,000 miles 3 years/36,000 miles _ 5 years/Unlimited miles 
FUEL CAPACITY | 15.5 gal 12.4 gal 13.2 gal 
EPA CITY/HWY/COMB ECON 20/27/23 mpg” 22/28/25 mpg | 22/29/25 mpg 


153/116 kWh/100 miles 


0.79 Ib/mile 
Unleaded premium 


* Horsepower and torque values measured using premium fuel; fuel economy measured using regular fuel 


Our second-place finisher has no 
economy car roots to overcome. The 2020 
Mercedes-AMG CLA 45 is a seriously 
impressive performance car. Looking 
at it purely as an engineering exercise, 
that Mercedes has created a 2.0-liter 
engine with nearly 400 hp, a transmission 
capable of keeping up, a drivetrain that 
can put the power down, and a sorted 
chassis that makes the CLA as mucha 
threat to purebred sports cars in corners 
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Front-engine, AWD sedan 
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JCW GP Hardtop 2-Door 


| Front-engine, FWD hatchback 


Turbocharged I-4, alum block/head | Turbocharged I-4, alum block/head 


DOHC, 4 valves/cyl 





IiSsrcttin OSes | 
IS 
382hp@6500rpm | S30 Hp @ 5,000 rom 
332 lb-ft @ 1,750 rpm 


7,200 rom 


| DOHC, 4 valves/cyl 
1219 cu in/1,998cc 





6,250 rom 


97 lb/hpo | 95 lb/ho 


3.8 sec | 
8-speed twin-clutch auto | 
4.41:1/2.44:1 


Struts, coil springs, adj shocks, anti-roll 


bar; multilink, coil sorings, adj shocks, 
anti-roll bar 


14.5:1-14.9:1 
14.2-in vented disc: 15.0-in disc, ABS 





20 x 19-in forged aluminum | 


255/35ZR/19 JIY, Michelin Pilot Soort 4S 
MO1 


~~ 


1074 in 


4.8 Sec 
8-speed automatic 
L969 296 


| Struts, coil springs, anti-roll bar; 
multilink, coil sorings, anti-roll bar 


14.0:1 


14.2-in vented disc; 10.2-in disc, ABS 


8.0 x 18-in forged aluminum 


| 225/35R18 87Y, Hankook Ventus 
| S1EvoZ 





"622 fF 





599/594 in 
152.7 x 69-4 x 559 in 
35.8 ft 
2,850 Ib 
65/35% 
2 
40.3/- in 
41.4/~ in 
90.6/- in 
11.6 cu ft 33.4 cu ft 
$55,795 | $45,750 
$45,750 
Yes/yes 


(OSD Waliiremin molecu ime Urrelnr | 8: Dual front, front side, f/r curtain, 
front knee front knee 


4 years/50,000 miles 4 years/50,000 miles | 


4 years/50,000 miles 4 years/50,000 miles | 


4 years/50,000 miles 


























| 13.5 gal 
20/29/23 mpg 











4 years/Unlimited miles 
































11.6 gal 
| 24/30/26 mpg 





169/116 kWh/100 miles 140/112 kWh/100 miles 





| 0.83 lb/mile | 0.74 Ib/mile 


Unleaded premium 
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Unleaded premium 
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as itis in straights is worthy of praise. So 
what holds it back from the crown? Evans 
captured the group’s sentiments: “As 
good as itis, the CLA neither rewards nor 
punishes. It just handles everything itself. 
The only reward for driving it well is raw 
speed. There’s no emotional payoff. Bad 
driving isn’t punished, either. The car just 
sorts it out.” 

Our first-place finisher, the 2020 
Honda Civic Type R, is the one full of 
emotion. The notes speak for themselves. 
“The gold standard,” Lieberman said. 
Reynolds: “So much faster than anything 
else here.” Evans: “This car is just 
fantastic. I don’t know what more you can 
ask of it. I’m just dumbfounded.” Yeki- 
kian: “No other car during this test made 
me feel so confident in my abilities and 
then backed them up so stoutly. Powerful, 
poised, profoundly entertaining, this is a 
driver’s car in every sense of the phrase.” 

The Civic Type R proves that a front- 
drive performance car can be as engaging 
as its rear-drive counterparts—or even 
more so. Like all the best driver’s cars, 
this Honda pushes and prods you to learn 
more about both its limits and your own. 
Must be why it’s the highest-finishing 
front-driver in BDC history, an honorable 
fourth place in 2018—a sub-$40K car 
finishing right on the heels of a $340,000 
Lamborghini, a $330,000 Porsche, and a 
$375,000 McLaren. And that was before 
all the updates made for 2020. So much 
for wrong-wheel drive. 





THE HONDA CIVIC TYPE R 
IS FULL OF EMOTION. “THIS 
CAR IS JUST FANTASTIC. | 
DON" KNOW WHAT MORE 
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CROSSOVER/SUV TOURING ALL-SEASON 


For drivers of crossovers, SUVs and pickup trucks looking 
for a comfortable ride, predictable on-road handling, and 
enhanced durability. The symmetric tread pattern minimizes 
perceptible noise and promotes even wear, utilizing 
lateral notches and four wide, circumferential grooves 
for increased hydroplaning resistance. 

work in conjunction with zigzag sipes 
to provide enhanced snow traction worthy 
of the three-peak mountain snowflake SEO Nt 
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ON-/OFF-ROAD ALL-TERRAIN consumer Recommended 


me ot sedans, crossover and SUVs looking fot Designed to blend rugged off-road capability with civilized 

tra i) orst conditi d predictable handling — on-road manners, the Secure-Grip all-terrain pattern features 

during the \ ges in between. The special winter five ribs of independent tread blocks and was engineered 

compound combines with high sipe density tread blocks to for grip in the wet or dry plus the loose, variable terrain 

_ provide traction in snow and on ice. Wide, outboard tread encountered off-road. Micro-Gauge ZigZag sipes and Snow 
» blocks improve lateral grip and clear road handling, with Groove saw-tooth block edges provide the traction needed to 

the higher-void, inboard pattern aiding wet and A, earn the industry's Severe snow service rating and A, 
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SHOP BY VEHICLE AT WWW.TIRERAGK.COM/CGOOPER 


888-372-8473 FAST FREE SHIPPING Wi WHEEL SUPPLIER OF 
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Hankook 
BACK VIA driving emotion 
ONLINE REBATE* 


WHEN YOU PURCHASE A SET OF 5 . 
FOUR SELECT HANKOOK TIRES 
FROM SEPT 18 - OCT 31, 2020. 





Off-Road Maximum Traction On-/Off-Road All-Terrain 


Built for capable all-terrain vehicles that Engineered to deliver a satisfying blend of 
demand off-road traction for the toughest durability and off-road performance with 
conditions, but require reliable on-road confident on-road traction in dry, wet and 
performance when back on the pavement. wintery conditions. 
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Uitra High Performance Crossover/SUV Touring Highway Standard Touring 
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*VISIT WWW.TIRERACK.COM/SPECIALS FOR COMPLETE OFFER DETAILS. 


Get up to $80 Rebate: Via a Prepaid Mastercard when you purchase a set of 4 select Hankook Tires. Not valid with any other offers. Card is issued by 
MetaBank®, Member FDIC, pursuant to license by Mastercard International Incorporated. Mastercard is a registered trademark, and the circles design is a 
trademark of Mastercard International Incorporated. No cash access or recurring payments. Claims must be submitted within 60 days of the purchase date. 
Rebate Payment information will be sent via email within 2-4 weeks of receipt. Card valid for up to 6 months; unused funds will be forfeited at midnight EST 
the last day of the month of the valid thru date. Card terms and conditions apply, see MyPrepaidCenter.com/site/Mastercard-promo. 
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fter 103 years, Lincoln is getting 
out of the business of making 
sleek, stylish sedans to concen- 
trate on building the elephantine 
SUVs that everyone wants now. 

That’s sad news for car enthusiasts, 
but at least the brand is exiting the way 
it entered: with a high-end, coach-built 
special. Ask any automotive history buff 
which American automaker offered the 
most custom body designs in its catalog, 
and they’ll likely be surprised to learn it 
was Lincoln. 

We have Henry Ford’s son, Edsel, 
to thank for that. Immediately upon 
being placed in charge of Ford’s newly 
acquired Lincoln brand in 1922, Edsel 
set about enlisting the top custom 
coachbuilders in the U.S. to design 
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bodywork for the brand’s technically 
brilliant Model L chassis. 

Over the years, Lincoln worked 
with nearly all the big houses: Brunn, 
Derham, Dietrich, Holbrook, Judkins, 
LeBaron, Locke, and Willoughby. 
Advertising in the mid-1920s noted, 
“Every Lincoln body style is the creation 
of a master designer.” Sales surged. 

It’s fitting, therefore, that the very 
last “new” Lincoln car introduced, the 
Continental Coach Door Edition, will be 
coach-built—including 80 units built in 
2019 in celebration of the Continental’s 
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80th anniversary, with an additional 150 
following for 2020. These were the only 
cars offered for sale in America by a major 
manufacturer featuring a body assembly 
hand-finished by an independent 
coachbuilder, the way luxury automobiles 
were built in the classic era. 

The Lincoln Continental Coach Door 
Edition manufacturing process is nothing 






INCOLN EXITS THE PASSENGER CAR’ 
BUSINESS THE WAY IT ENTERED— 
WITH A CUSTOM COACH-BUILD — 


Honest Abe demurs at our invitation of a ride 
in the only coach-built American luxury car. 


like stretching a Lincoln MKT for 
limo duty. This factory stretch was 

100 percent designed and engineered 
in-house with collaboration from 
Cabot Coach Builders—a firm certified 
by Lincoln as a Qualified Vehicle 
Modifier more than 30 years ago. 
Lincoln even produced most of the 
parts used in its build. 
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ig the Cuts 

Fully assembled Black Label cars are 
shipped to Cabot to be cut and spliced. 
The roof cut occurs just about 5 inches 
aft of where the B-pillar meets the roof 
rails. Lincoln worked with the supplier of 
its panoramic sunroof to have the tracks, 
mounts, and sunroof shade extended 
by 6 inches; a fixed glass panel inserted 
between the motorized and fixed panels 
compensates for the wheelbase stretch. 
It’s designed, tested, and assembled to the 
same specifications as the standard roof. 

The roof panel and rails are reinforced 
with metal inserts, and the rocker panels 
and floor pan extension are aligned below. 
This minimizes the amount of metal 
finishing and painting that must be done. 

Exterior color choices include Infinite 
Black (45 percent of the total 230-car 
build), Chroma Crystal Blue (30 percent), 
and Pristine White Metallic (18 percent). 
One customer ordered a silver car. 


ping the Hinges and Latches 
The B-pillar is a vital element in any car’s 
side-impact crash protection, so replacing 
it to convert the rear door hinge pillar to 
a rear door latch mounting was out of the 





that mounts over the pillars to provide 
new latch mounts. Production is done by 
one of Ford’s prototyping shops, using 
low-volume soft metal “kirksite” dies. 


and Floors 
The doors and door glass, floor stamping 
inserts, and extended drive shaft are also 
produced by Lincoln. Stainless exhaust 
pipe extensions and additional under- 
floor shielding materials are among the 
assembly kit items shipped to Cabot, as 
well. Instead of extending the exhaust 
heat shield, white heat-reflective paint 
coats the extended floor-hump area. 


jandles and Trim 

Replicating the custom door handles that 
mirror each other and meet at the door 
gap—as on the Coach Door concept that 
toured the 2018-2019 auto show circuit— 
would have been cost prohibitive and 
threatened quality and reliability issues. 

Lincoln’s elegant solution was to work 
with its existing door handle and trim 
supplier to simply swap the left and right 
rear door handles and trim pieces to bring 
the handles to the front of the rear doors. 

The trim and end caps needed minor 
modification, but this way the hardware, 
electric switches, and seals remained in 
volume production spec. Two pieces of 
stock window trim are cut and spliced 
with a small trim piece hiding the joint 
where they meet at the B-pillar. 


seauty 
Could the interior live up to the expecta- 
tions established by those Rolls-Royce- 
like rear doors? Even these coach-built 
Lincolns can’t approach Rolls/Bentley 
levels of bespoke trim and tailoring. 

In fact, only two of the three available 
Continental Black Label color and trim 
combinations were offered. Alpine is the 
lighter of the two, combining off-white 
leather on the seats and the lower half 
of the interior with Espresso seat piping 
and upper dash and door surfaces—all 
accented by deep Silverwood trim. 


question. Lincoln instead designed a panel 
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Our car features the Thoroughbred 
theme, which accents a mostly Jet Black 
interior with chestnut antiqued Belmont 
leather on the dash, doors, and console 
upper surfaces. Wood trim is all high-gloss 
Chilean maple, which looks luxurious in 

a traditional, old-school way, though it 
often reflects sun glare. Unfortunately, 
the mottled dye on the Belmont accent 
leather, meant to evoke equestrian 
saddles, struck us as reminiscent of 
off-brand Naugahyde Barcaloungers. 


-onsole 

Here’s an area where the 2019 and 2020 
models differ from each other and from 
the original concept. All the donor cars 
had the $3,000 Rear Seat Amenities 
package, which includes an elaborate pull- 
down armrest featuring audio and climate 
controls, pop-out cupholders, a stowage 
bin, and sunroof/sunshade switches. 

Cabot removes this assembly and affixes 
these features to a new flow-through 
console structure that bridges from the 
front console to the rear pass-through, 
rendering this a four-passenger model. 

This fixed structure simply mounts 
over the standard cross-car bench seat. 
For 2020, that armrest stowage bin adds a 
Qi wireless charging pad. An upholstered 
panel that covers the trunk pass-through 
door is held in place by Velcro fasteners so 
it can be removed to serve as a lap table. 

For 2020 this pass-through door 
accesses a lockable stowage compartment 
that encroaches into the trunk space; 
it hovers above the trunk floor, though, 
so that accessory trunk mats fit without 
modification. On both sides of the console, 
pop-out knobs were added to hang a purse 
or take-away dinner bag. The forward 
portion of the console contains a metal 
sleeve sized to hold a Champagne bottle. 
It gets a handsome lid with a cork seal 
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covered in the same burled maple wood. 
Aft of that is a bin that incorporates a 
110-volt three-prong power outlet (also 
new for 2020) and two USB-A ports. Two 
slots can hold tablets or thin laptops. 


Many long-wheelbase limo/sedans offer 
multiple adjustments of the seat back 
and cushion, plus footrests or ottomans. 
Lincoln keeps it simple, offering only 
a fore and aft backrest adjustment of 
about 2.8 inches at the headrest, which 
provides about 3 additional degrees of 
recline. The right-seat passenger can 
also move the front seat cushion and/or 
backrest forward to boost legroom. 
Other subtle refinements include 
adjustable headrest side wings, 





three-level seat heating and cooling, and 
a massage function that can be adjusted 
to low or high intensity for the backrest 
and seat cushion. These seats are 
superbly comfortable. For audiophiles, 
the Revel audio system sounds terrific 
back here. 

In another nod to those British cars 
with the backward-hinged doors, each 
rear door panel has a spot to store a 
compact Lincoln-branded umbrella. 





h-Built Craftsmanship 
Cabot fits all the upholstery for the rear 
doors and for the new panels behind 
them with fixed rear side glass. It also fits 
the Alcantara headliner and the sides of 
the rear console. The stitching appears 
flawless; nothing is pulled or stretched 


to fit, though we are disappointed that 
no effort was made to extend the French 
stitching featured on the door panels to 
those new panels behind them. 

Another intrigue: Bentley or Rolls 
would certainly have ensured that the 
bottle cooler lid’s wood veneer was cut 
from the same piece that formed the 
console surrounding. The failure to do so 
here seems like an opportunity missed. 


t a Bargain Rolls-Royce? 

Although the $118,960 price represents 
a hefty markdown from the $314,000 
entry-level Rolls-Royce Ghost sedan, this 
coach-built Continental never shakes the 
feel of its donor car’s sub-$80,000 sticker. 
It’s undeniably cool, super rare, and large 
enough inside to transport all but the 
tallest passengers in immense comfort. 

We'd spend some of the price difference 
to further enlist Cabot or another coach- 
builder to add Rolls-Royce-quality color- 
to-sample wool rugs, leather upholstery 
with contrast stitching and piping, and 
book-matched wood veneers. Then we 
would never need to worry about being 
valet parked next to a similar vehicle. 
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BASE PRICE $118 960 

LAYOUT Front-engine, AWD, 
4-pass, 4-door sedan} 

ENGINE 3.0L/400-hp/400-lb- 


ft twin-turbo DOHC 
24-valve V-6 


TRANSMISSION 6-speed auto 
CURB WEIGHT (DIST, F/R)| 4,900 Ib (58/42%) 
WHEELBASE 123.9 in 





















































LXWXH 207.4 x 75.3 x 58.5 in 
0-60 MPH 59 sec (MT est) 
EPA FUEL ECON | 16/24/19 mpg 





























ENERGY CONSUMPTION, 211/140 kWh/ 
CITY/HWY 100 miles 


CO2 EMISSIONS, COMB | 1.03 llb/mile 


ON SALE Currently 


THE COACH DOOR EDIMIONIS BUILT + 
THE WAY LUXURY AUTOMOBILES = 
WERE IN THE CLASSIC ERA. 
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FRANK MARKUS 


ans: 


uring the rollout of the 2020 our 2020 Lincoln Continental Coach Door 
[) Lincoln Continental Coach Door Edition west toward the fabulous Gilmore 

Edition, the press has fallen all Car Museum near Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
over itself comparing the car to the which is home to the Lincoln Motor Car 
midcentury modern JFK “suicide-door” Heritage Museum. Built to resemble a 


fourth-gen Continentals. But 334,345 of 1920s Detroit dealership, it features a 
those cars were mass-produced by Lincoln seated bronze statue of Abraham Lincoln, 
in Wixom, Michigan. No, the modern the first president young Henry Leland 
Continental Coach Door Edition deserves _ voted for. 

to be compared with classic Lincolns 








dating back to the earliest days of the pe 123A Phaeton 
brand, back when Lincoln’s catalog offered On the day of my visit, there were several Fe 
the greatest selection of custom bodies of | coach-door Lincolns on display, the oldest ncoln-Zephyr Town Car 
any American manufacturer. being a1923 Type123A Phaeton by Brunn The only other custom coach-door 

Ugly cars designed by Lincolnfounder &Company of Buffalo, New York—a Lincoln on display was a 1940 Lincoln- 
Henry Leland’s milliner brother-in-law, former carriage builder. Its rear-hinged Zephyr Town Car, also by Brunn. The 
Angus Woodbridge, were killing his rear door is separated from the front door custom-coachwork era was mostly 
nascent brand. (Ladies’ hats are very by a wide B-pillar. concluded by the time Lincoln discon- 
different from cars; who knew?) So as The car features a large “Californiatop” tinued production of the Model K in 1939, 
soon as Henry Ford bought Lincoln and that could be removed (by several people) but14 Zephyr-based formal-roof Town 
ousted the Lelands, his design-oriented when the owner felt like catching rays. Cars were ordered by Edsel Ford’s office. 
son, Edsel, enlisted the cream of the Noted Lincoln collector/benefactor Jack This Ascot Maroon and Black one was 
coachbuilding crop to design bodywork Passey Jr. bought this one in about this Edsel’s personal car, and at least three 
for Leland’s brilliant Model L chassis. condition 1n 1949 and drove it to college others were built for the extended Ford 

To bask in this history a bit, I pointed after restoring the mechanical bits. family, including one each for Edsel’s 

, mother Clara, his wife Eleanor, and her 
1926 Lincoln Cabriolet “Louis 16th”, 7 | brother-in-law Earnest Kanzler. 


icoln Cabriolet by LeBaron 
This fetching little number by LeBaron is 
named for the dandy French king Louis 
XVI. Its “Cabriolet” body design adheres 
to the original French definition of the 
term: An open driver compartment, 
divider window, and folding convertible 
roof over the rear-seat area. 
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del L Tonneau-Cowl Sport Phaeton 
This sporty convertible was built by Locke & Company. Locke 
was founded in 1902 in New York City, and its bodies were 
offered in the Lincoln catalog starting in 1926. This 163B body 
style featured a front-hinged tonneau and windshield amidships 
that lifted forward to admit passengers to the rear. This example 
sold at RM Sotheby’s Hershey auction in 2013 for $121,000. Fun 
fact: Lincoln built a Mk ITI dual-cowl phaeton concept car for 
the 1969 Detroit Auto Show based on this concept. 


sughby Panel Brougham 
Willoughby had been in the carriage busi- 
ness, then it opened a shop in Utica, New 
York, to build town cars and limousines. 
Its designs were known for being conser- 
vative, but its workmanship—upholstery, 
in particular—was renowned. The Lincoln 
business sustained Willoughby through 
the early 1930s, but it closed in 1938. 


oln Brunn Brougham 
This highly stylish V-12—powered, chauf- 
feur-driven Brougham model, carefully 
parked to dispense its passengers onto a 
red carpet, was one of 21 different body 
types offered in 1938. 

“Those who choose the Lincoln buy 
more than burnished steel, harmonious 
color, and deep upholstery,” the ad copy 
gushed. “Inherent in their purchase is the 
Lincoln tradition—to build as nearly the 
perfect motor car as is humanly possible.” 


oln Cosmopolitan 

tial Limousine 
Although most coach-built Lincolns date 
from the classical period, many have 
been commissioned in the years since, 
including this impressive 1950 Lincoln 
Cosmopolitan presidential limousine by 
Dietrich Creative Industries in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. 

It was commissioned for Harry 
Truman and remained in the presidential 
motor pool until early in the Kennedy 
administration, but Dwight Eisenhower 
got the most use out of it. It was he who 


shod) Om BT avexe) ia} 
Cosmopolitan 
Ta aveder-yial= 


<= ha 


i 
re 
id 


‘a aj 
} 


fedeged 

Phe 
je} ehahebed, 
t 
aia 


| 
1 i} ; 


i 
i 
ej: 


“rewegs 
a 
' 
¥ 


b 
- 


| 
a 
HEE 


Me AT-M avexoliam=laelalam -Jeelerelarelin 
had the removable plexiglass rear roof 
section and “bug shield” added for when 
the president stood during parades. 


Lincoln Continental 
Brougham 

Because we can’t resist including a 
midcentury Continental, here is a 
custom one built in-house by Lincoln. Its 
wheelbase was stretched 8.0 inches (to 
131.0), giving an overall length of 221.3 
inches. Strictly a concept, it features no 
weather protection for the chauffeur’s 




















compartment, nor does it have any 
structural reinforcement added to 
account for the removal of the roof. It was 
later updated to reflect 1965 styling. 


incoln Continental Town Sedan 
A concept car based on the fourth-gen- 
eration Continental was built in 1969, 
featuring hidden headlamps that 
previewed the 1971 Continental. Other 
show car features included electric door 
openers, front bucket seats, and a Philco 
(division of Ford!) television. & 





1969 Lincoln Continental Town Sedan 


NOVEMBER 2020 MOTORTREND.COM 63 


= dat 
a 
= 


ee Side Window, 
Tied, 


= al 





WeatherTech is world-renowned for style and functionality. We design and manufacture 
American-made products that offer ultimate protection with an elegant look and feel. 
If it's not WeatherTech, it’s not worth it. 
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Two View 


WeatherTech’s PlateFrame, CupFone TwoView, and FloorLiner have a reputation for 
high-quality, American-made craftsmanship. If it’s not WeatherTech, it’s not worth it. 


| ® , 
Weather -_<com 
. Home. Pet. Find Your Fit. 
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| 2021 Chevrolet Suburban Z71 b 


WORDS JONNY LIEBERMAN 
PHOTOGRAPHS RENZ DIMAANDAL 


el 


here’s a diamond in there 
somewhere. 
Chevrolet launched the original 

Suburban during the first year of 
FDR's first presidential term, in 1933. That 
makes the Suburban the longest-running 
nameplate in automotive history. I 
strongly suspect that 87 years from now, 
Chevy will still be selling these gargantuan 
people movers. It has been a fixture on 
American roads for a third as long as the 
United States has been a country. 

Why such longevity? Because Ameri- 
cans need Suburbans. We’re big people 
with large families, husky friends, and 
an endless supply of outdoor toys, living 
in an expansive land filled with majestic 
redwood forests and shimmering Gulf 
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Stream waters. This SUV was made for 
you and me. 

When my European friends visit, they 
look at these extra-full-size Chevys and 
ask, “Anyone can just buy that? You don’t 
need a special permit?” But American 
SUV aficionados ask, “Do you think Chevy 
will ever make a 2500 version, with the 
big Duramax?” 

I was raised to love Suburbans. We were 
a GM wagon family. But after the first 
time my dad rode in a Suburban, he spent 
the next seven years telling anyone who’d 
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listen that Chevy’s largest product was the 
most luxurious thing he’d ever sat in. 

I once spent a week driving a 1989 
Suburban in full Duck Dynasty livery 
around South Carolina. I came away 
thinking it was GM’s high-water mark. 
For decades, no other vehicle could seat 
as many, carry as much, or go so many 
places. The launch of any new Suburban 
is a big deal, but especially so now that the 
Ford Expedition is a better SUV than the 
edition Chevrolet just retired. 

For the purposes of this review, know 
that the 2021 Suburban features a new 
chassis, independent rear suspension, a 
4.1-inch-longer wheelbase, an available 
(and excellent) 277-hp, 460-lb-ft 3.0-liter 
Duramax turbodiesel engine, anda 
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335-hp, 383-lb-ft 5.3-liter V-8 that can 
“ | (finally) be had with a10-speed auto. 

Most important, with both rows of 
rear seats folded, youre talking about 
more than 144 cubic feet of cargo space. 
Which, to put it in scientific terms, is a lot. 
Sadly, only the top-range High Country 
can be had with the big 420-hp, 460-lb-ft 
6.2-liter V-8. Not that you really need it. 

The Z71 Suburban (pictured here), the 
most off-road-focused of the six trim 
packages, starts at $63,195. Loaded with 
options, it rang in at $78,925. 

With traditional car launches on hiatus, 
Chevy delivered a sanitized (and tough- 
looking) Shadow Gray Metallic over Jet 
Black model to my house. Because I'd be 
driving the Suburban on my home turf, 

I decided to do what most Suburban 
owners do: rush off to Starbucks for coffee 
and a sandwich. 

= The nearest Starbucks drive-through 
has a notoriously tight left-hander that 
challenges modestly sized cars and 
SUVs. I wanted to see if almost 19 feet of 
American beef would fit. Could I have 

Wy = parked and ordered inside? Of course. 
But as the Dead Kennedys put it, give me 

convenience or give me death. 

As I inched into the turn, I began 
searching for a surround-view camera 
button. A quick scan at the build sheet 
before I set off revealed my *Burban came 
equipped with HD Surround Vision, part 





: ine ne Niet | | of the $2,820 Luxury package. Only thing 
gt. a ae | - is, Icouldn’t figure out how to activate 
apes -. | those high-def cameras while moving 


forward. Popping it into reverse would 
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time Chevrolet will hide its best stuff. 
= bite ? Back to the 2-mph action: I made the 
: turn without the aid of cameras, but it 
could have been less of an ordeal. One 
could say, “Hey, nitpicky auto writer guy, 
once you learn where the camera icon is, 
you won't forget. It’s no big deal.” True, 
but for the first three months of living 
with the Suburban, you'll likely forget the 
path to activate those cameras. And that 
will get old, fast. 

After grabbing my food, I parked the 
big boy (and then reparked it because I’d 
j —_ missed the lines) and ate while sitting 
J wr | inthe middle row and then the third 
: # row. Funny thing about the previous 
couple generations of Suburbans: 








The rear screens are big, — | Unlikea genie’s lamp, they were huge 
olUi mel-1ad lave Maal-liamcom ol(ohy sie — 2 ; 
content is tricky. You need et | on the outside and quite cramped for 


a device with an HDMI out everyone sitting behind the front row. 
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Not anymore. I’m 5-foot-1] and a shade 
under a big-boned 250 pounds, and I had 
tons of room—even in the third row, with 
the middle captain’s chair slid all the way 
back. That’s a big improvement. 

Cargo room? The amount of stuff you 
can haul when this Suburban is configured 
as a two-row Is impressive. With the 
third-row seats fully up, there looks to be 
more room in the cargo area than in the 
two-row Mercedes GLE. 

For the past two Truck of the Year 
competitions, GM products have been 
mostly eliminated for their no-frills, 
no-love interiors. I know: Real men 
don’t care about nice interiors! Barbed 
wire seats for all! But design is one of 
the criteria we use to evaluate Of The 
Year contenders, and while I was writing 
this article someone texted me, saying, 
“Buying a 2020 Ram 1500 Laramie. 
Couldn’t find a better luxury truck.” 

Chevy claims the new Suburbans 
are $3,000 to $4,000 cheaper than the 
competition (meaning, Ford). Hey Chevy, 
spend the extra money: The Expedition’s 
interior is higher quality, both in terms of 
looks and materials. 

The Suburban’s underlying mechani- 
cals, conversely, are excellent. From the 
first moment I floored the accelerator, I 
assumed that the engine was the honkin’ 
420-hp 6.2-liter V-8. The engine felt that 
strong. It was only during a chat with the 
friendly Chevy PR guy that I was informed 
I was driving a mere 5.3-liter V-8. 





Part of the powertrain’s strength comes 
from the first-class 10-speed automatic, 
co-developed with Ford. However, each 
respective automaker does its own 
programming, and like I learned on the 
Camaro ZL] launch, the magic is in the 
tuning. This transmission is programmed 
better than any automatic I’ve driven, save 
for Porsche’s PDK. A bold statement, but 
it’s true. The Suburban is habitually in the 
correct gear. Color me impressed. 

As we saw with the hide-and-seek actu- 
ation of the surround-view cameras, GM 
has a terrible habit of building world-class 
technology then hiding it. I was geeked 
to drive the new Suburban because of the 
nameplate’s first use of an independent 
rear suspension. What’s more, my partic- 
ular model sported both air springs and 
GM’s wonderful MagneRide damping 
tech. I had a hunch this might turn out to 
be the best-riding gigantic SUV of all time. 

But I was dismayed to find, when loafing 
around city streets and then zooming 
along on smooth-enough freeways, the 
Suburban’s ride proved akin to a marsh- 
mallow—wallowing and lumpy and not 
what I was hoping for, nor what all that 
fancy suspension tech should deliver. 

Luckily for me, I had been searching 
for the switch to raise and lower the ride 
height, one of the benefits of air springs. 
That particular control is a button, 
surrounded by an unmarked dial. If you 
twist that mystery dial without pushing 
said button, you can toggle between 
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Normal, Sport, Off-Road, and Towing 
modes. A fellow journalist, having spent 
seven hours in his Suburban, exclaimed, 
“There’s a Sport mode?” By contrast, 1n 

a Ford Expedition, when you place your 
right elbow on the center armrest, your 
hand comes to rest on a giant dial that 
reads “Drive Mode” in stop-the-presses- 
sized type. A running change has already 
been ordered from the Suburban’s dials- 
and-switches suppliers. 

But back to the drive. Having finally 
found Sport mode, I can tell you it is 
awesome. Exactly the superlative ride 
quality I’d been hoping for. I guess Normal 
mode is for drivers who want their 
Suburban to ride like a 1972 Monte Carlo. 
However, world-class damping is buta 
twist away via an unmarked dial that 99 
percent of owners will never find. 

Oddly, this is what GM has been doing 
with its excellent Performance Traction 
Management (PTM) system for years. 
PTM is as good as multistepped high-per- af 
formance driving modes found on Ferraris pe i 
and AMGs. On both of the latter, the ability iaams 
to switch between high-performance | 
modes is the focus of the cabin. (Ferrari’s 
manettino is inches from your right hand 
at all times, and the Mercedes-AMG GT R’s 
yellow traction control dial can be seen at 
50 yards’ distance.) 

You want to find PTM on a Camaro 
or a high-performance Cadillac? First, 
make sure you are in Track mode, then 
double-click the traction control button 
just so (which works about 60 percent of 
the time). Then another menu controlled 
by another icon pops up. Again—why bury 
this stuff? You should punch people in the 
nose with your best tech. 

Speaking of best tech, a three-ton behe- 
moth like the 2021 Suburban could really 
benefit from a technology like GM’s Super 
Cruise. It’s a semi-autonomous driving 
assist system that’s as good as anything 
Tesla or Mercedes offers. Ask a GM 
employee about why the Suburban doesn’t 
have Super Cruise (it could, because 
the 2021 Cadillac Escalade rides on the 
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CARRY AS MUCH OR GO SO'MANY.PLACES. = 2001 chewolet suburban 


.dentical plat Seeattth ‘. oe , BASE PRICE _ $52,995-$76,595 
identical platform), and you'll hearsome- who was trailing me in a1,000-pound- Fea om ance, AND 


thing about how that’s a Cadillac-only lighter Dodge Durango, was gone from 7-8-pass, 4-door SUV 
technology. Nuts to that. If PTM can be my mirrors after three corners. | 
ENGINES 5.3L/355-hp/383-lb-ft 
shared between brands, then so can Super Was there any need at all to drive a OU Veavela Wee: 
Cruise. Call it Chevy Cruise (or Cruze). three-row family hauler like that? Prob- 3.0L/277-hp/460-lb-ft 
Something that costs nearly $80K should ablynot. Butit’s become a reflex at this (est) turbodiesel DOHC 
merit getting this tech. (Super Cruise is point to push cars hard on the Crest. I 24-valve |-6; 6.0L/420- 
expanding to Chevrolet with the 2022 was So surprised and enamored with how hp/460-Ib-ft OHV 
16-valve V-8 
Bolt EUV.) well the hulking Chevy handled one of the | 
Once in Sport mode I found myself world’s great roads that kept myfootin _TRANSMISSION | 10-speed automatic 
rather shocked. How could something it. even got a thumbs-up from a guy ona CURB WEIGHT _5,000-6,500 Ib (MT est) _| 
so large and so heavy ride so well yet still | motorcycle at the bottom. He couldn’t get WHEELBASE 154.1 In 
offer a bizarre degree of sportiness? After near me. Again, a motorcycle chasing a LXWXH 225./ X 81.1 X 73.7 in 
an hour of freeway and 30 minutes of dirt Suburban, and the guy on two wheels lost. _ 9-60 MPH 7.9 sec (MT est) 
trails, what better way toreallytestacar I’mstillsmiling. _EPA FUEL ECON _14-16/19-20/16-18 mpg”*_| 
than on Angeles Crest Highway? When I drove the then-brand-new ENERGY CONSUMPTION, | 211-241/169-177 kWh/100 
Dumbfoundingly, my Suburban Expedition two years ago, I had no SU miles" 
“ZR” ripped up the mountain, even on trouble saying it had surpassed boththe C02 EMISSIONS, COMB | 1.10-1.22 Ib/mile* 
off-road-biased tires. Our photographer, |§ Tahoe andthe Suburban. I’m not so sure ON SALE Currently 
I feel that way about the new Suburban “Not including diesel 
vis-a-vis its Blue Oval competitor. WN, : — 
In a world of car-based crossovers, this S Me WL, —— i 
truck-based SUV is pretty much OK. I a / 7 es | es 
| =, think its exterior looks great. It’s usefully a: ofl 
_ IF gigantic. The chassis, powertrain, and 
suspension are world class, and I really 
| enjoyed driving it. However, it’s ergo- 
— | nomically confused, and the quality of the 
interior isn’t inspiring in the least. The 
2021 Chevrolet Suburban has come a long 
way. It just needs a few more miles to get 
= | to where it needs to be. H 
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FIRST DRIVE | 2021 Lexus LC 500 Convertible 


echnology certainly can change 
in a half century. The process of 
erecting the convertible top of 
my 1959 Austin-Healey Bugeye 
Sprite starts with digging its folded steel 
tube frame out from behind the seats, 
spreading its fingerlike tubes, connecting 
all their ends together, and gingerly 
cantilevering it across the cockpit and 
then down into vertical slots on the left 
and right sides. Except everything is 
misaligned by an inch, so you have to 
climb up on top of the seats and wrestle it 
like an Everglades alligator. 
This is just the quivering, hair-trigger 
frame. Any sudden movement will cause 


= 


With Sport+ selected, this 5.0-liter V-8's 
exhaust crackles like an F1 car's. 
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it to mousetrap off the car and violently 
disassemble. Which would be just as 
well, as I still don’t have the vinyl top 
that makes getting into the Healey like 
wiggling into a pup tent. Instead, I just 


snap the tonneau cover’s passenger side in 


place and, if it rains, stare straight ahead 
when stopped at a light. 

You can only imagine, then, my reeling 
at raising the retracted top of the 2021 
Lexus LC 500 Convertible. There’s a tiny, 
leather-covered lid on the center console 
that tilts up with the flick of one finger, 
whereupon the whole back of the car 
erupts in such an elaborate fan dance of 
swinging panels and pole-vaulting fabric 
that it’s worthy of musical accompani- 
ment. May I suggest the last 16 seconds of 
the “1812 Overture,” as that’s exactly how 
long it takes. Even better, this function 
can be performed at up to 31 mph, which 
translates, after a 5-second delay, into 
myriad Instagram postings from your 
sidewalk audience. This, my friends, is 
what 61 years of relentless automotive 
progress since the Bugeye has brought us. 


eo 


After admiring this beautifully finished, 
four-layer fabric top up close, I flipped 
the top’s switch lid and waited the even- 
quicker 15 seconds to retract the whole 
contraption. (Beneath the switch lies an 
ejection-seat trigger reminiscent of James 
Bond’s DB5. But unlike the Aston Martin, 
this one philosophically ejects the oppres- 
sion of sardinelike confinement, removing 
the ceiling between you and the stars.) 

It’s a mild evening, the sun set a half 
hour ago, and the air is a cooling ocean 
breeze. A lot of work has gone into making 
this car a convertible, and I’m not wasting 
it. Tonight, I'll be turning right out of 
MotorTrend HQ onto Rosecrans Avenue, 
aiming toward Pacific Coast Highway 
to head home. Not left, not toward the 
405 freeway’s lanes of rushing, lurching 
Amazon trucks. 





Let’s get the big three benchmark spec- 
ifications out of the way while I crawl 
through PCH’s stoplights: The LC 500 
is 187.4 inches long Gnidway between a 
Corolla and a Camry). It weighs about 
4,500 pounds (triple that of my Bugeye). 
And as with my old Cannondale, there 


are 10 gear ratios in its transmission, fed 
by a 471-hp 5.0-liter V-8 with four valves 
per cylinder. Road test editor Chris 
Walton figures it'll do 60 mph in about 
5 seconds—rapid but not rifle-shot. The 
light turns green. I switch the drive mode 
selector to Sport+ (which should be 
depicted by an icon of fingers in ears). 
Its banshee, hounds-of-hell wail will 
instantly faint everybody in earshot, like 
the soldiers in Goldfinger when the fake 
nerve gas was sprayed on Fort Knox. And 
despite your suspicions that it’s some 
pre-recorded sham, it’s authentic. Sort 
of. I quote the manufacturer: “Intake 
pulses are naturally carried through a 
diaphragm into a sound pipe that carries 
the sounds, not the air itself, into the 
cabin to enhance the V-8’s rumble.” 
Bookending the intake whoosh are 
overtones on top of the exhaust note 


IMAGINED 
LUXURY C 


when a valve ahead of the mufflers opens. 
No electrons up anybody’s sleeve. My 
Bugeye employs a pipe that runs under 
the car to the back where it ends. 

Gliding south down PCH, the chassis 
rarely concedes that the upper third of its 
structure 1s missing—a slight quake every 
mile or so, better than most. Actually, the 












‘ } 
LC 500 Convertible has been noticeably 
rearchitected to counter its lidlessness, 
with less unsprung weight up front, 
its reshaped rear suspension’s towers 
abetted by new die-casting structures 
and redialed damping. 


At the track, the coupe version of the 
LC 500 was an agile car for its noticeable 
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BASE PRICE $102,025 
LAYOUT Front-engine, RWD, eg 
4-pass, 2-door - 
_ convertible 
ENGINE 5.0L/471-hp/398- 


lo-ft Atkinson-cycle 
DOHC 32-valve V-8 


TRANSMISSION 





CURB WEIGHT 4,500 lb (mfr) 
WHEELBASE 1129 in 

LXWXH 187.4 x 759 x 53.1 in 
0-60 MPH | 5.0 sec (MT est) 

EPA FUEL ECON 15/25/18 mpg 

ENERGY CONSUMPTION, | 225/135 kWh/ 
CITY/HWY 100 miles 

C02 EMISSIONS, COMB | 1.06 Ib/mile | 
ON SALE | Summer 2020 | 


weight, with a tail that walks around 
when you pedal the throttle while rarely 
slipping on the invisible banana peel. But 
through Manhattan Beach, we’re doing 
what these cars really do for their livings: 
cruising. 

The steering is accurate but somewhat 
artificial. The brake pedal is sensitive to 
tip-in but indistinct during the last few 
feet of slowdown before the crosswalk 
stripes. Twisting that drive mode knob 
livens things up, with a quick growl of a 
downshift and intensified gauge graphics. 
But at most, it solidifies the ride from, say, 





10-speed automatic § 
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Parking with the top down lets passersby 
admire an interior that's a showcase of 
workmanship. Coolest detail? Flip up this 
leather-covered lid to reveal the switch 
that activates the huge powered top. 


The LC’s element is when it’s just 
maintaining momentum, giving you 
time to contemplate, and there’s a lot of 
material for that. For a car with sucha 
tech vibe, it isn’t the feature-fest you’d 
expect. There’s the climate control 
system, which works to keep your 
desired temperature regardless of the 
top’s position and includes neck heaters 
and air targeted at the backs of your 
hands when the top is down. 

There’s featured Android Auto and 
integrated Apple CarPlay, as well as the 
Lexus-Alexa app for infotainment. The 
Lexus Safety System+ includes lane 
keep assist, adaptive cruise control, 
rear cross-traffic alert, and emergency 


braking that detects pedestrians. A clear 


wind blocker discourages passing air 
from backtracking and blowing your 
hair straight forward. 

That’s not a Fourth of July show 
of feature fireworks, though it does 
have afew actual pyrotechnics; a hood 
explosively pops up to cushion phone 


zombies wandering into your path, and 
rollover posts in the rear seats detonate in 
case you flip your lid. 

But the window into the LC’s soul is its 
slot for inserting CDs. I couldn’t believe 
that a car still came equipped with sucha 
1990s feature until I dug out an old Chet 
Baker disc, the slot sucked it from my 
fingertips, and the Mark Levinson sound 
system began playing Baker’s wispy vocals 
on “My Funny Valentine.” 

I know this car. My dad—who drove a 
1956 Thunderbird and a Lincoln Mark 
V and preferred flashy “personal luxury 
cars” —loved this kind of thing, a two-door 
meant more for boulevard cruising than 
tail-out tracking. It groups better with 
Cadillac’s old XLR than a Jaguar F-Type. 
Through Redondo Beach, I got shoutouts 
from some young guys in Camaros yelling, 
“Cool ride!” (appreciating their punctu- 
ating it with “dude” instead of “sir”). The 
LC 500 is ashowboat that swivels more 
heads than a chiropractic clinic. 

I’d seriously challenge you to come 
up with an interior that’s as complex, 
detailed, and well-finished as this Lexus’. 
It’s an explosion of Nike swooshes and 
ruler-straight lines, with door panels and 
seats with more pleats than Mick Jagger’s 
cheeks. Everything draws your face closer 
to examine it. But the cockpit’s overriding 
goal seems to be exhibiting craftsmanship, 
with design a close second. Its buttons 
may be in curious places, but the leather 
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and its spiderweb of stitching are simply 
terrific. Do the accommodations work? 
The rear seat’s legroom won’t fit kids, but 
the trunk is big enough for a golf bag. So, 
apparently yes. 

From any perspective, the bodywork 
has an angle for you, and all of them spew 
from the grandest, Steven Tyler grille in 
the business (though it has a competitor 
in the BMW 7 Series’ pair of jumbo 
kidneys). With the Coupe’s roof removed, 
the Convertible has been visually rebal- 
anced with a kicked-up tail and a widened 
spoiler. But the main optic feature is the 
crazy-long hood that I stare down as I 
burble along the oceanfront through 
Huntington Beach—the waft of the 
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sand-pit bonfires entering the cabin. This 
is the moment I most love in open cars. 
Many years ago, I walked into a friend’s 
business, R. Straman Co, as Richard (he’s 
the R) was circular-sawing the roof off 
of a Ferrari Daytona Coupe. I watched 
as the blade’s teeth hungrily chewed 
through the roof’s base. If Hannibal 
Lecter were a car buff, there’d have been 
a glass of Chianti on the workbench. But 
in the world of convertible conversions, 
Richard was the diamond cutter you'd 
take the Hope to. The Daytona was 
reborn from sparks as a very sensual 
and valuable Spyder. And like diamond 
cutting, everything depends on where 
you place the cut. 


FROM ANY PERSPECTIVE, THE BODYWORK HAS 
AN ANGLE FOR YOU, AND ALL OF THEM SPEW 
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Staring at the LC, I wondered if Richard 
would have separated the roof quite 
where Lexus has. The amputated base of 
the Coupe’s B-pillar has a visual purpose 
when the top is up, but when it’s down it 
resembles a tree stump that trips the eye. 
Maybe it’s anecessary pivot location. 

Before I bought the Bugeye, I asked 
Richard for his opinion. “Have you driven 
a car that old lately?” he asked, tilting 
his head. “Modern cars are just so much 
easier to live with.” The LC 500 Convert- 
ible’s one-finger, 16-second top raise at 
31 mph makes his point. But despite the 
birthdate on my driver’s license, I’m not 
quite ready for my dad’s car—even if I 
have a Chet Baker CD close at hand. 


FROM THE GRANDEST GRILLE IN THE BUSINESS. 
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Scott Evans 


Base Price $25,930 As Tested $26,130 


un, practical, affordable, 
and fleeting, a Civic Si 
| joins our long-term fleet. 

Sometimes in this line of 

work, there’s that one car you 
just never seem to drive. Not 
some million-dollar exotic no 
one else will drive, either, but 
something totally normal and 
common. For me, that bogey 
always seems to be a Honda 
Civic. The universe has made 
a sudden course correction 
because I’m now respon- 
sible for our Honda Civic Si 








HPT sedan for the next few 
months. 

In keeping with the pattern, 
though, I won’t be driving this 
one a full year. Let’s see what 
we have to work with then. 

It’s ashort and sweet 
list, but it requires a little 
decoding. The Si is Honda’s 
storied midtier performance 
subbrand, focused more on 
handling and driver involve- 
ment than raw power. In this 
case, 1t means the 1.5-liter 
turbocharged I-4 has been 





tuned up from 174 to 205 hp, 
and it only comes connected 
to a six-speed manual trans- 
mission. Crammed in the 
middle of that gearbox is a 
limited-slip differential and 
a slightly shorter final drive 
ratio, helping put the power 
down better and improving 
acceleration. Stuffed under 
each corner of the car are 
adjustable adaptive dampers. 
Allin all, that is some pretty 
serious hardware for a car in 
the Civic’s price class. 

At each corner are the 
high-performance tires that 
account for the HPT part of 
the name. In this case, that’s 
not aeuphemism. Honda 
has fitted Goodyear Eagle F1 
Asymmetric 2 tires, the same 
tire fitted to a 455-hp Camaro 
SS. As pure summer perfor- 
mance tires, they come with 
an explicit warning not to 
drive on them if it’s snowy or 
icy. To you, that might sound 
a little overkill for a compact 
family sedan with barely more 
than 200 hp, but you haven’t 
driven a Civic Si. When cars 
handle well, they need tires 
that can keep up. 
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Honda typically makes each 
trim level of a given vehicle 
a specific combination of 
features rather than offer 
options packages, even if it 
makes for a lot of trim levels. 
The Civic is no exception, so 
the Civic Si sedan 1s virtu- 
ally amono-spec car. There 
are three paint colors, three 
wheel options, a handful of 
dress-up accessories, and 
that’s it. We’re happy with 
the standard wheels, and 
although one or two accesso- 
ries looked enticing (wireless 
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makes it hotter ... er, harder. 


rearview mirror), we decided 
to save our pennies. 

As aresult, our Rallye Red 
Si has just one $200 option, 
the high-performance tires, 
and no packages or additional 
charges on its window sticker, 
so were out the door for just 
$26,130. That’s an incredible 
performance value consid- 
ering Honda’s top-tier Civic 
Type Ris the best-handling 
front-drive car on the market 
and this is basically the less 
extreme version. Cars this fun 
to drive don’t usually come 
this cheap, and if they do, they 
aren't this practical. 

True, we could’ve got the 
sportier-looking Civic Si 
Coupe for the same price, 
but at the cost of everyday 
usability. Coupes are great if 
you never have to use the back 
seats, but more and more 
people every day are deciding 
they don’t want the hassle, 


and coupe sales are hurting 
across the industry. And until 
Honda starts offering the Si 
configuration for the Civic 
Hatchback, the Civic Si Sedan 
is the have-your-cake-and- 
eat-it-too practical sporty car. 
There isn’t another four-door 
sedan under $30,000 you can 


buy with this kind of handling. 


Is being fun to drive while 
retaining an adult-accessible 
back seat and a good-sized 
trunk enough? Or will the 
stiff performance suspension 
wear thin after a few months? 
Will we regret not coughing 
up for a few of those relatively 
cheap accessories we passed 
on? Will MotorTrend head 
of editorial Ed Loh regret 
scheduling his shoulder 
surgery right before the 
stick-shift Civic Si showed up, 
forcing him to give up the car 
to me? [Il let you know in the 
months ahead. 


Vehicle Layout Front-engine, FWD, 5-pass, 4-door sedan 
Engine 1.5L/205-hp/192-lb-ft turbo DOHC 16-valve I-4 
Transmission 6-soeed manual Curb Weight (F/R Dist) 2,899 Ib 


(61/39%) 0-60 MPH 6.8 sec Energy Cons, City/Hwy 130/94 kWh/100 


miles CO2 Emissions, Comb 0.65 lb/mile 
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SUBARU 
OUTBACK 
UPDATE 
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TOYOTA SUPRA | VOLVO $60 





Stefan Ogbac 


Avg CO2 0.82 |b/mi Energy cons 140 kWh/100 mi 
Unresolved problems None Maintenance cost $0 Normal-wear 
cost $0 Base price $38,495 As tested $48,495 EPA City/Hwy/ 


Comb Fuel Econ 23/33/27 mpg 


‘ma stickler for good info- 
i] tainment systems because 

you interact with them so 
frequently. When our long-term 
2020 BMW 228i xDrive Gran 
Coupe arrived, | immediately 


explored the latest iDrive system 


just to see how it's evolved. 
Older versions of iDrive had 
notoriously steep learning 
curves, forcing you to soend 
hours learning the basics. ls the 
newest iteration any easier? 
The latest version of iDrive 
features a responsive 10.3-inch 
touchscreen angled toward the 
driver. That alone is responsible 


for making iDrive less distracting 


and simpler to use than before. 
BMW retained the knob and 
button controls on the center 
console, but after spending 
time using them exclusively, the 
touchscreen remains the most 
intuitive way to interact with 
the system. A new menu layout 
reminiscent of Apple CarPlay 


and Android Auto with shortcuts 


conveniently placed on the left 
side for easy reach from the 
driver's seat further minimizes 
complication. 

My favorite addition to iDrive 


is the built-in Spotify app, which 
is perfect if you prefer the native 


interface instead of the app on 





CarPlay. Pairing your account 
Is easy: scan the on-screen 
QR code, and confirm on your 
phone. You can now listen to 
your favorite tunes without 
having to look at your mobile 
device to change playlists 
or artists. Downsides? There 
doesn't seem to be a way to 
play your music offline, even 
when you download them via 
Spotify Premium. Otherwise, 
the built-in Spotify app gives 
you more options. 

BMW's latest iDrive 
makes a big leap forward in 
user-friendliness. Between 
the simplified menu layout 
and the quick touchscreen, 
you'll get used to this system in 
minutes, not hours or days. The 
only thing left to try is wireless 
Android Auto, which is sched- 
uled to arrive later this year via 
an over-the-air update. Let's 
hope it doesn't freeze or crash 
as much as wireless Apple 
CarPlay (the only way to use 
CarPlay in the 228i). 
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2019 Genesis G/0 
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10 mo/11,848 mi * Avg Fuel Econ: 20.3 mpg 


Mark Rechtin 


Avg CO2 0.96 lb/mi Energy cons 169 kWh/100 mi Unresolved 
problems None Maintenance cost $0 Normal-wear cost $0 
Base price $44,745 As tested $46,495 EPA City/Hwy/Comb 
Fuel Econ 17/26/21 mpg 22.9 mpg comb 


hat the Korean car 
industry has made 
stunning strides in 


quality is no recent event, but 
some folks still haven't heard 
about it. After fighting the same 
“cheap tin can" arguments 
faced and overcome by the 
Japanese automakers some 20 
years prior, Hyundai stunned 
industry-leading Toyota in 
having fewer defects in the 
2004 JD Power & Associates 
Initial Quality Survey. 

Hyundai built on its reputa- 
tion from there, most recently 
with the Genesis brand winning 
JD Power's brand award for 
best initial quality in 2019. 

That left me pondering what 


happened on the assembly line 
the day our Car of the Year- 
winning Genesis G70 rolled 

to completion. We've already 
documented the issues with 
the transmission, but we had 
yet to find an answer to why 
the windshield wipers worked 
so erratically—the driver-side 
wiper specifically. 

When a driver activated the 
wipers, the arc of the driver- 
side wiper left an expanse of 
unreached water on the lower 
corner of the windshield while 
making a thwack as it reached 
the apogee of its arc. It hardly 
rains in California, so we had 
no urgent motivation to get it 
checked out. 
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Zach Gale 


Avg CO2 0.99 Ib/mi Energy cons 169 kWh/100 mi 
Unresolved problems None Maintenance cost $0 
Normal-wear cost $0 Base price $35,905 As tested $37,995 
EPA Fuel Econ 23/30/26 mpg 


ur 2020 Subaru Outback 2.4 XT has a magic trick, but not 
everyone will like it. Equipped with a CVT automatic like 
almost every other new Subaru, the turbo Outback we're 
driving for a year sometimes feels like a bit of the engine’s power 
is missing. At the heart of the issue, | believe, is a transmission that 
sometimes upshifts to the highest gear during everyday driving. 
CVTs don't technically shift at all, but hear me out. 
For the most part so far, the Outback continues to remind 
us why it was a 2020 SUV of the Year finalist. Even so, the way 
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Enter MotorTrend testing 
director Kim Reynolds, someone 
who loves a challenge. We had 
a second G/O for another test, 
so we lined them up side by 
side. In his words: “The arms are 
reversed on the long-term car. 
The blades are the correct sizes 
and are on the correct sides 
but will have to be switched 
when the arms are swapped.” 

But | wasn't done there. As 
we've had quite a few errors 





South Korean president Lee 
Myung-bak was sentenced to 


with this supposedly high- 15 years in prison. 
quality vehicle, | dug deeper. It's a truism that it’s best to 
Our G/O's date of manu- avoid any brand-new vehicle 


facture was October 4, 2018. 
Was there any news that 
would have been a distraction 
to factory workers? Typhoon 
Kong-rey was lurking off 

the coast. Peace talks with 
North Korea were about to 
get underway. And former 


in its first model year. Teething 
problems usually need to get 
sorted, as we are discovering. 
Turns out, our unit was around 
the 6,500th down the assembly 
line, a relatively early build. 
Hopefully more recent buyers 
are having better luck. 
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182-hp engine isn't enough, try the 260-hp 2.4L turbo-four. 
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the CVT works with the 260-ho ‘4 
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engine frustrated me during the jee / 
first couple weeks. And I'm one : 


c 

> 
of MotorTrend's strongest CVT f a ° 
supporters. When properly tuned, SW =| (\- 
CVTs provide a level of smooth- an) 
ness you simply can't get witha 
traditional, geared automatic. 
The Outback’'s CVT could use an adjustment or two. 

CVTs don't shift in the way a conventional automatic would, 
though many automakers have engineered the sensation of 
stepped-gear shifting into their CVTs. This allows cars to avoid 
the unnatural feeling CVTs sometimes cause while making 
engines sound like a blender. It’s what many customers want, but 
in our 2020 Outback, Subaru may have taken this tweak too far. 

When you're just cruising around town at light throttle, the car 
sometimes feels like it's bogging down. Suddenly, the amount of 
acceleration doesn't match how much | expected from where my 
foot is on the accelerator pedal. Although it’s not a big deal, the 
issue pops up on a semi-regular basis. 

When asked about our experience, Subaru cited its desire to 
make the transmission logic less aggressive at tip-in and easier 
to drive in traffic. And that's appreciated, considering how many 
Subarus we've driven in the past with overly sensitive throttle 
tip-in behavior. The automaker also said it “kept in mind off-road 
situations where a more subtle throttle application is ideal.” 

The CVT's other issue is the degree to which it mimics a 
stepped automatic transmission. Even if this is what customers 
have come to expect of Subaru, | wonder if there’s a balance 
between that and the superior smoothness and linearity you'd 
find in some Hondas with CVTs. 
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UPDATES 


11 mo/21/674 mi ° Avg Fuel Econ: 17.4 mpg 











Avg CO2 1.11 |b/mi Energy cons 198 kWh/100 mi Unresolved problems None 


Maintenance cost $83.55 (oil change, inspection, tire rotation) Normal-wear cost $0 
Base price $43,040 As tested $57,110 EPA City/Hwy/Comb Fuel Econ 22/24/22 mpg 


235.2 mpg comb 


| s a huge proponent of “Keep it 
simple, stupid,” I'm quite happy 
| with our long-term Wrangler's 
bare-bones off-road technology suite. 
It doesn't have special terrain modes 
for sand, mud, or snow, nor does it 
have fancy automatic differentials or 
off-road cruise control, but the Wrangler 
doesn't need those things. Those types 
of features may be nice added peace 
of mind for novice off-roaders, but our 
Jeep's manually shifted four-wheel-drive 
system, electric locking front and rear 
differentials, front anti-roll bar discon- 
nect, and—for when things get really 
tricky—hill decent control more than fit 
the bill. To prove it, | tossed the Wrangler 
keys to two of our greenest staff members 
and sent these off-road rookies out on 
the trail. Here’s what they had to say. 
Associate online editor Alex Leanse: 
“| decided to air down the tires a bit, from 
the recommended road rating of 37 psi 
to 33 psi. For a vehicle where altering tire 
pressure may presumably be a frequent 
occurrence, Jeep could make it easier 
to know when you've reached your 
desired psi, perhaps by adding some- 
thing like the horn-honk system found 
in some Nissan and Chevrolet vehicles, 
where the tire pressure sensor sounds 
the vehicle's horn when the desired 
pressure is reached. [Jeep will offer this 
feature, dubbed Selectable Tire Fill 
Alert, on the 2021 Wrangler.—Ed.] Then 
Wrangler drivers wouldn't have to rely 
on inaccurate gas station pump gauges 
or check ad nauseam with a separate 
pressure gauge. All that said, the TPMS 
in the Jeep's gauge cluster is clear and 
accurate. 
“Airing down the tires seemed to have 
a beneficial effect for Stoddard Wells’ 
rocky terrain. For this off-road park, 33 psi 








seemed like a sweet spot; the tires readily 
conformed to rock edges while still rolling 
well over gravel roads between trails. 
“It's amazing how the Rubicon seems 
to smooth out rough terrain. The cabin 
was rarely jarred by whatever rocks or 
ruts the tires were rolling over. It doesn't 
feel like the Jeep can simply handle 
the terrain; it feels like it's almost elim- 
inating it. And even when the trail got 
steep or off-camber, there was a sense 
of planted stability that boosted my 
confidence. Those short overhangs and 
good approach/departure angles are 
great for rock crawling, too. It makes it 
so much easier to plot a line when you're 
not worried about big bumpers dangling 
ahead of and behind the tires.” 
Associate online editor Duncan Brady: 
“The way a Miata comes alive in the 
canyons, this Wrangler comes alive on 
the trails. With zero changes other than 
engaging four high, it effortlessly rolled 
over obstacles and inspired rock-steady 
confidence. The stubby secondary shifter 
used to engage 4WD or low-range 
gearing required more elbow grease than 
I'd like, but it’s a small complaint. 
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“My trip to Hungry Valley didn't come 
close to exploring the Wrangler's limits 
off-road. The grip and ground clearance 
exceeded the challenges of the terrain, 
and as a result | felt downright unstop- 
pable. | even had a chance to play hero 
and rescue some folks who had been 
injured in an accident and needed to get 
back to camp. | also appreciated how 
low-drama changing a tire was when a 
fat piece of metal punctured one of the 
Jeep's knobby BFGoodrich KQO2s. Aided by 
the full-size tailgate-mounted spare and 
an easy jack point on the rear axle, it was 
a simple 20-minute affair. I'd never in my 
life buy a Wrangler as a daily driver, but 
man, is it a great time on the trails.” 

















ATHENA PHEROMQNE 10x’ 


GETS YOU MORE AFFECTION from WOMEN 


DR.WINNIFRED B. CUTLER 
e Creator of 10:13'" and 10X'™ 
e Author 8 books, 40+ 
scientific articles. 
t 
(Time 
12/1/86; Newsweek 1/12/87) 


6-Pak Special 


Not in stores. Call: 610-827-2200 
or order online at 


athenainstitute.com 


Vial of 1/6 oz. added to 2-4 oz. of your fragrance 
worn daily lasts 4-6 mos. Or use straight. 
Effective for 74% in an 8 week study. 


Athena Pheromone 10X for men: $99.50 for 6 month 
supply. Athena Pheromone 10:13 for women: $98.50. 
Cosmetics, not aphrodisiacs. 
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“Fabulous product. | was shocked 
when | first got it. You know, you hear all kinds 
of things about pheromones and don’t know 
what to believe. But you guys were very well 
respected. You did the research! | am married 
and am with my wife only. Well within 5 days 
it was amazing. The affection level went up 
20 fold. | am so grateful to you.” 
© REJECT CHEAP IMITATIONS 

Athena Institute, 1211 Braefield Rd. 

Chester Springs, PA 19425 MOT 








>. Jesse Bishop 
Base price $29,880 As tested $30,005 


12 mo/14,049 mi 
Avg Econ/CO2 25.5 mpg/0.76 lb/mi 


| hen I first learned I would be 
VV handed the keys to our long- 
term Kona, one phrase struck 


me on Hyundar’s consumer site: “Big on 
adventure, smart on space.” It’s a kind of 
marketing slogan that fascinates me; it 
says so much but also so little. I wanted to 
get to the heart of that claim. 

With that in mind, I set a few goals 
for the year: We’d see how the Kona 
performed as a small SUV in a big city. 
We'd test its mettle on road trips and asa 
moving vehicle. We’d use every inch of its 
space, and we'd seek out adventures where 
we could. If there were truth to Hyundai’s 
claims, I was determined to find out. 

My first assessment of the Kona’s 
supposedly adventurous nature: instru- 
mented and subjective performance 
testing. The Kona is no performance SUV, 
but in the context of what it is—a small, 
affordable SUV—it’s quite entertaining. 
Our test team called it “really fun” and 
noted that it’s a tossable, easily control- 
lable crossover with good brake feel. 

In my time behind the wheel, I found 
no disagreement. The Kona was always a 
pleasure to drive; it didn’t exactly get my 
heart racing, but I was never bored, either, 





80 MOTORTREND.COM NOVEMBER 2020 


Options Floormats ($125) 
Problem Areas None 
Maintenance Cost $198.51 (oil change, 
inspection, tire rotation, air filter, 
in-cabin filter) 
Normal-Wear Cost $0 
3-Year Residual Value* $19,600 (65%) 
Recalls None 


*IntelliChoice data; assumes 42,000 miles 
at the end of three years 


and I consistently found the seven-speed 
dual-clutch’s manual mode an enjoyable 
change of pace. 

The Kona is filled with other small 
touches I enjoyed. With the Ultimate 
trim, our Kona featured heated leather 
seats, which I loved, and an eight-speaker 
Infinity audio system. At $30,005 as 
tested, our Kona wasn’t exactly a budget 
vehicle, but it wasn’t priced as a premium 
model, either. That’s still well below 
the average transaction price for a new 
vehicle, yet I never sat in the driver’s 
seat and wished for anything it didn’t 
have. It was always comfortable, and it 
always looked good to my eye. All the 
buttons, knobs, and switches felt solid, the 
touchscreen was responsive, and it was 
clear to me that Hyundai put thought into 
everything. 

For any SUV to claim “adventure” as its 
raison d’étre, though, I’d argue it must be 
able to go where its sedan counterparts 
can’t. This is the one area where I felt the 
Kona let me down. Its relatively meager 
ground clearance is a hindrance if you 
want to get off a manicured path. At 
7.0 inches, it falls right in between a 
Hyundai Elantra sedan and a Jeep 





Renegade, my previous long-term ride. As 
such, when we took the Kona to Lake City, 
Colorado, a tiny town tucked in the remote 
San Juan Mountains, the Hyundai largely 
stayed parked at the campsite. It wasn’t 
even worth trying. I knew from the spec 
sheet alone that it could not make it where 
we planned to go. And with that, I deem the 
Kona not big on adventure. Your mileage 
may vary depending on the mountains you 
choose to climb. 

That said, the Kona did provide ample 
space for my wife and me to lug everything 
we needed and a lot we didn’t for 10 days 
in the wilderness. Officially, it has 45.8 
cubic feet of cargo space with the rear 
seats down. Unofficially, ’'m pretty sure I 
squeezed much more than that back there. 
I most recently made the trek to Colorado 
in our long-term Outback, which has 
about 75 cubic feet of total cargo space. We 
brought less stuff and still filled it close to 
capacity. I’m not saying you should overfill 
your SUV, but when doing so in the Kona, 

I still felt like I had adequate outward 
visibility, and if a backpack or extra pillow 
were to block my sightline, the built-in 
driver aids assured me I was still safe. 

The same was true when we moved to 
a new home. The Kona’s compact dimen- 
sions—which made it easy to park in the 
tight spots available in my new and old 
urban homes—limited how much we could 
fit, but it was a surprisingly capable moving 
vehicle, and even packed to the brim, I 
never felt compromised as the driver. 

I do have one other primary complaint: 
Although it features tons of useful tech 
that eased my mind with the Kona full, it 
did not include adaptive cruise control, 
and in fact the feature wasn’t even an 
option we could have added. Hyundai has 
rectified this on newer Konas, which do 
have available adaptive cruise, but on our 
2019 model, this struck me as a significant 
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drawback. If I were in the market for a 
Kona today, that alone would give me 
pause on going after a used 2019 model. 
Because we fell short of our 20,000- 
mile annual goal, the Kona only went in 
for service once, which cost $198.51 for an 
oil change, inspection, tire rotation, and 
a couple new filters. Had we driven the 
full 20,000 miles, it would have needed 
a second service, which per the owner’s 
manual requires all the same mainte- 
nance; a third similar service would be 
required at the 22,500-mile mark. Our 
Bi Nissan Kicks needed three 
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trips for regular service over 22,000 
miles, totaling $380.72. A 2016 Honda 
HR-V had two service stops in our care 
for a total cost of about $150. Our 2018 
Subaru Crosstrek cost $280 over three 
services, and my old Jeep Renegade cost 
just $67.35, albeit for a single service. (The 
Renegade was also short on miles.) So 
our 2019 Kona was not cheap to main- 
tain. That said, Hyundai has announced 
complimentary maintenance for three 
years/36,000 miles on 2021 models. 
Which brings us to the two most 
important questions: Would I buy one? 
And would I recommend one to you? 
After a year with the Kona, both have easy 
answers. For reasons deeply important to 
me but irrelevant to you, I’d have trouble 
justifying any new car that can’t handle 
Lake City. The Kona got us there in 
comfort and style, but upon arrival, it sat 
unused. For that alone, I would not buy 
one. But would I recommend it? If you're 
looking for something comfortable to 
occasionally carve canyons in and aren’t 
that interested in actually exploring them, 
absolutely I would. 
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VERDICT 


2019 Hyundai Kona 1.6T AWD (Ultimate) 


DRIVETRAIN LAYOUT 





Front-engine, AWD 








ENGINE TYPE Turbocharged I-4, 

~alum block/head 
VALVETRAIN _ DOHC, 4 valves/cy! 
DISPLACEMENT Portis vlee 
COMPRESSION RATIO / LISHCET 
POWER (SAE NET) 1/3 hp @ 3,500 rpm | 
TORQUE (SAE NET) 195 lo-ft @1500 rom | 
REDLINE _6,500 rpm 
WEIGHT TO POWER | 18.3 lb/hp 
TRANSMISSION | 7-speed twin-clutch quto | 
AXLE/FINAL DRIVE RATIO 4.64:1 (Ist, 2nd, 4th, 


SUSPENSION, FRONT; REAR 


STEERING RATIO 
TURNS LOCK TO LOCK 


BRAKES, F;R 


WHEELS 
TIRES 


WHEELBASE 

TRACK, F/R 

LENGTH X WIDTH X HEIGHT 
GROUND CLEARANCE 


TURNING CIRCLE 

CURB WEIGHT 

WEIGHT DIST, F/R 
TOWING CAPACITY 
SEATING CAPACITY 
HEADROOM, F/M/R 
LEGROOM, F/M/R 
SHOULDER ROOM, F/M/R 
CARGO VOLUME BEH F/M/R 
TEST DATA 
ACCELERATION TO MPH 
0-30 

0-40 

0-50 

0-60 

0-70 

0-80 

0-90 

PASSING, 45-65 MPH 


5th), 3.61:1 (3rd, 6th, 7th, 
R)/2.59:1 


Struts, coil springs 


anti-roll bar; multilink, 
coil springs, anti-roll bar 


13.8: 
[2.5 


12.0-in vented disc; 


11.2-in disc, ABS 


7.5 x 18-in cast aluminum 


235/45R18 98V (M+S) 
Goodyear Eagle Touring 


102.4 in 


62.0/62.4 in 
164.0 x 70.9 x 61.0 In 


| 70 in 
APPROACH/DEPART ANGLE 
| 54.8 ft 


17.5/16.7 deg 


5,206 Ib 


| 60/40% 


Not recommended 
5 

63:0) S73 in 

ZS SArOan 

Sloe) S415 ip 
45.8/122 cu ft 


2.5 SEC 


3.4 


49 


6.6 
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QUARTER MILE 

BRAKING, 60-0 MPH 
LATERAL ACCELERATION 
MT FIGURE EIGHT 
TOP-GEAR REVS @ 60 MPH 





BASE PRICE 
PRICE AS TESTED 


[15. 2 sec @ 90.5 mph 
119 ft 


_0.88 g (avg) 
_ 26.6 sec @ 0.66 g (avg) 


2,000 rom 


$29 880 


_ $30,005 


STABILITY/TRACTION CONTROL Yes/Yes 


AIRBAGS 


BASIC WARRANTY 


POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 


ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 
FUEL CAPACITY 

REAL MPG, CITY/HWY/COMB 
EPA CITY/HWY/COMB ECON 
ENERGY CONS, CITY/HWY 


RECOMMENDED FUEL 
EQUA ¢ 


REAL MpG \F 


| 5 years/60,000 miles 
10 years/100,000 miles | 
5 years/Unlimited miles 


6: Dual front, front side, 
Pe ulate a 


eZee 


25.3/36.3/29.2 mpg 
26/29/27 mpg 


| 130/116 kWh/100 miles 


C02 EMISSIONS, COMB 0.71 lb/mile 





























Unleaded regular 
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Stevenson was right: To travel hopefully 
is a better thing than to arrive 


verlanding has become a thing in America. Before 

the coronavirus pandemic tapped the brakes, 

people all over the country were jumping into 

their 4x4s and taking the road less traveled, 

turning away from the interstates and the neon-lit 
desolation of cheap hotels and fast food joints, jour- 
neying instead along the quiet back roads and trails 
that still crisscross the country. Overlanding has made 
the voyage as important as the destination. 

Where I grew up, it always was. 

Australia is about the same size as the lower 48 states 
but has just 7 percent of the population, most of which 
lives within 100 miles of the eastern 
and southern coasts. What in the U.S. 
is called the Heartland is in Australia 
called the Outback. No prairies and 
cornfields and red-painted barns here, 
though: Most of inland Australia is arid 
and sparsely populated. The town of 
Alice Springs, close to the geographic 
center of the country, has a population 
of just 27,000 souls. It is the largest 
human habitation for almost 1,000 miles in any direction. 

In 1955, two years after Dinah Shore urged Americans 
to hit the highway and see the USA in their Chevrolet, my 
parents drove their 1937 Dodge Coupe to Alice Springs 
from my hometown of Adelaide, on Australia’s southern 
coast. It was the mileage equivalent of traveling from, say, 
New Orleans to Omaha, Nebraska. But it was no Dinah 
Shore singalong drive. 

The old Dodge was all my parents could afford. Dad, 
a mechanic, had carefully stripped and rebuilt the car 
in preparation for what he knew would be a rugged trip, 
having done it two years earlier in an open-top 1927 Chevy 
while heading to Darwin in Australia’s tropical far north 
to hunt crocodiles. Modifications included fitting half- 
inch wider tires, lug pattern treads on the rear, bolting a 
spotlight to the roof, and replacing the rumble seat with 
a 19-gallon fuel tank to bring the total fuel capacity to 
almost 34 gallons—vital for a journey where the longest 
stretch between gas stations would be 425 miles. 

Back then the tarmac ended 200 miles out of Adelaide, 
and rare rains had left the dirt road sodden and soggy. As 
Mum recorded in her journal, they made it a further 113 
miles in seven-and-a-half hours of hard driving, at times 
plowing through 250-yard stretches with water over the 
running boards, before the Dodge slithered to a halt in 
a gooey mass of red clay. “For two solid hours we dug, 
jacked, and heaved stones under the diff and the front 
axle,” she wrote, “and when we felt it was solid enough, 
tried to get the old girl out. But she wouldn’t budge.” 

Eventually towed out by a couple of truckers, they 
holed up for a day and waited for the country to dry out 


82 MOTORTREND.COM NOVEMBER 2020 

















a little. Back on the road, they 
met up with fellow travelers 
heading north and traveled in 
a convoy, helping one another 
out when someone got stuck. 
Later, closer to Alice Springs, 
when the mud gave way to 
soft red sand, Dad would rev the side-valve-six hard in 
second gear, drifting the Dodge through the turns to 
keep up momentum. 

It took eight days to cover the 1,020 miles from 
Adelaide to Alice Springs. And this was on the main 
road—indeed, the only road—directly connecting the 
country’s north and south coasts. 

The stretch of the Stuart Highway that in 1955 had so 
challenged that tough old Dodge remained a rough go 
for decades after. On a 1973 family holiday, our Series 
II Land Rover struggled for two days to traverse a mere 
77 miles. The main road was finally fully sealed in 1987. 

Roads through the Outback still are few and far 
between—which is why for most Aussies a road trip and 
overlanding are essentially the same thing. It’s also why 
the two best-selling vehicles in the country are Toyota’s 
Hilux and Ford’s Ranger crew-cab 4x4 pickups. 

Mum and Dad eventually put 15,000 miles on the 
Dodge in a trip that circumnavigated the entire eastern 
half of the continent. Overlanding? It’s in my blood. 
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Overlanding 
is the hot 
new thing in 
America, but 
for Australians, 
it’s nothing 
new—and in 
fact was often 
a necessity. 


Australia is 
about the size 
of the lower 

48 states, but 
most of it is 
unpopulated. 
Unpaved roads 
are never hard 
to find. 
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